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12/5-9 Spiritual Literature 7am " Spm 
Foyle Hall 

12/6 Cocoa & Carols 6:30 pm 
Foyle Hall 

12/6 Colloquium/ Comm Majors l:00 pm 

Whitfield Conference Room 

12/6 Free Massage 2:00 pm 

Eagle’s Nest 

12/7 Bowling 9:00 pm 

AMF- College Lanes, 10201 College Blvd. 

12/7 Womenspeak 8:00 pm 

6th floor lounge, Ridgway 

12/8 Simmerdown 12 : 00 pm 

Student Activities Conference Room 

12/9 Colloquium/ English Majors 9:30 pm 

Goppert Theatre Lobby 

12/9 Choral Concert 7:00 pm 

Goppert Theatre 

12/10 Dance Recital 8:00 pm 

Goppert Theatre 

12/10 Holiday High Tea Benefit 2:00 pm 
Aggie Stackhaus residence, 3530 Walnut 
12/11 Music Recital 3:00 pm 
Foyle Hall 

12/11 Free Late Night Breakfast 9:00 pm 

Marian Dining Hall 

12/11 Stress Ball Making 9:00 pm 

Marion Dining Hall 

1/12 New Student Orientation 5:00 pm 

Marian Center 

1/27 Ski Retreat 3:00 pm 

Whitfield 



Editorial Policy 

TALON News Magazine is produced by 
the students of Avila University’s journalism 
practicum classes and other student 
contributions. Opinions expressed are those 
of the writer and do not necessarily reflect 
those of TALON News Magazine staff or 
the trustees, administration, faculty, or staff 
of the university. 

TALON News Magazine encourages 
letters to the editor. Letters should be typed 
and must include the writer’s name, address, 
and telephone number for verification. 
Letters can be mailed to TALON News 
Magazine Editor, Avila University, 11901 
Wornall Road, Kansas City, MO. 64145, or 
may besubmitted via e-mail at Talon@avila. 
edu. Please keep letters to 500 words or less. 
TALON News Magazine reserves the right 
to edit letters for reasons of space, clarity, or 
innappropriate language. 

TALON News Magazine 
Avila University - 11901 Wornall Road - 
Kansas City, Missouri 64145 
Talon@avila.edu www.thetalon-online. 
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Dec. 1 st Marked The 50th Anniversary 
of the Montgomery Bus Boycott 



THE FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY OF THE MONTGOMERY BUS BOYCOTT 



Montgomery: a victory for civil rights 





F ifty years ago, a short bus ride and a simple act of 
defiance by Rosa Parks ignited the civil rights 
movement. The Montgomery Bus Boycott not only 
ended racial segregation on buses, but also sparked 
the civil rights career of Martin Luther King Jr. 



• Birmingham 
Selma • ★ Montgomery 



Bus driver 

James F. Blake 



Clayton 



Rosa Parks 



Was sitting in the 
first row available 
for black patrons 



First 10 seats were 
reserved for white patrons 



Parks had 



previous 



confrontation 



with hyn 12 
vear^earlie 



Riding the bus 



Black riders paid their fare 
at the front of the bus, then 
walked to the rear door to 
enter; sometimes drivers 
drove off without them 



The cost of boycott 

It's hard to know the actual economic 
cost of the boycott, because the 
Montgomery Bus Company kept its 
losses secret, and curtailed operations 
to cut costs. 

10c bus fare before boycott 
30,000 to 40,000 fares lost daily 
1 5« New fare as of Jan. 4, 1956 

Estimated loses* 

$616,500 to $822,000 

$3.6 to 4.8 million in 2005 dollars 

A 381 -day boycott 



65% 

Of all riders 
were black 



An estimated 
Of all riders 
boycotted 



e o 



Bus 2857, “Rosa 
Parks' bus," is on 
display at the 
Henry Ford 
Museum 



Dec. 1, 1955 

Rosa Parks 
is arrested for 
refusing to 
give up her 
bus seat to a 
white man 




Jan. 26 King 
is arrested for 
the first time, 
for an alleged 
speeding 
violation 

I 




Dec. 5 Parks is convicted and Dec. 1 3 Ml A Feb. 21 Boycott leaders 

fined; boycott begins; begins indicted for an alleged 

Montgomery Improvement carpooling, violation of a state statute 

Association is formed with the eventually barring boycotts without 

26-year old, Rev. Martin grows to over “just cause”; King 

Luther King Jr. as president 200 cars eventually tried alone 



Feb. 1 A suit is filed June 1 9 The 

against the bus seg- federal district 

regation law in federal court in 

court; MIA treasurer Montgomery rules 

and local NAACP 2-1 that bus 

president E.D. Nixon’s segregation is 

house is bombed. unconstitutional 



1 

March 22 King is 
convicted of violating 
the boycott statute; 
in 1957 he pays a 
$500 fine 




Nov. 13 The 
U.S. Supreme 
Court upholds 
the district court 
ruling against 
segregated 




Dec. 20 The 
381 -day boycott 
of Montgomery 
buses by some 
40,000 blacks 
ends 



* Losses were estimated by multiplying the 10c fare by the number of lost fares. At the Jan. 4 point loses were halved to estimate the fare change offset. 



SOURCES: Alabama Department of Archives and History; ESRI; Stanford University; TeleAtlas 



Merrill Sherman • AP 




Rosa Parks Challenges History 

Caitlin Stephenson 



Rosa Parks died on October 24, 2005 in 
Detroit at the age 92 . She will be remembered 
as the mother of the Civil Rights Movement 
and a quiet yet powerful voice for equality. 
In 1955 in Montgomery, Alabama, Parks 
refused to give up her seat for a white man 
when the bus became overcrowded. Her 
decision to remain seated eventually led to 
the collapse of institutionalized segregation 
in the South, creating a new era of the Civil 
Rights Movement. 

Parks’ act was simple and peaceful, and 
led others to a 381-day boycott of the 
Montgomery bus system by blacks. A 
Baptist minister, the Rev. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. organized the boycott. Both Parks 
and King knew that using force or violence 
was not going to solve the problems facing 
the black community. Instead, they used 
the law. The boycott did not end until 
November 13, 1956 when the Supreme 
Court ruled that Alabama state and local 
laws requiring segregation on buses were 
illegal. 



Parks once recalled; “When I got on the 
bus that evening, I wasn’t thinking about 
causing a revolution or anything of the 
kind. But when that white driver stepped 
back toward us, when he waved his hand 
and ordered us up and out of our seats, I 
felt a determination cover my body like a 
quilt on a winter night.” 

Rosa Parks was awarded the Presidential 
Medal of Freedom in 1996 and the 
Congressional Gold Medal in 1999. The 
National Association for the Advancement 
of Colored People presented her with 
its highest award, the Spingarn Medal, 
in 1979. She also co-founded the Rosa 
and Raymond Parks institute for Self 
Development to help young people pursue 
educational opportunities and register 
them to vote and work toward racial peace. 

Unfortunately, racism still lingers in 
the corners of our society, but Parks and 
other activists were able to make important 
changes. Rosa Parks will always be 
remembered as a champion for others. 



D.C. Scandal Go Too Far 



Caitlin Stephenson 

Over the past month, the CIA leak 
scandal has escalated to the boiling point. 
Lewis Libby, Dick Cheney’s top aid, has 
been indicted. 

The scandal began when syndicated 
columnist Robert Novak wrote an article 
reporting that two “senior administration 
officials” had told him that U.S. diplomat 
Joseph Wilson’s wife, Valerie Plame, was 
employed by the Central Intelligence 
Agency (CIA) and worked on counter- 
proliferation matters. Joseph Wilson had 
been sent to Niger by the CIA to check out 
the White House claim that Iraq had been 
shopping for uranium there. He concluded 
that the claims were false and later publicly 
challenged the White House on the matter. 
After the leak, the CIA requested that the 
Justice Department investigate because 
of the seriousness of leaking information 
that could affect national security. The 
Washington Post reported that “two top 
White House officials” had called six 
Washington journalists in order to disclose 
the identity and secret occupation of Plame. 
This has left many to speculate that the 
White House purposely disclosed Plame’s 
name as a way of getting back at Wilson 
for publicly criticizing the war in Iraq, 
implying that he only got the assignment 
because his wife was a CIA agent. 

Prosecutor Fitzgerald has only indicted 
Libby to date, but there is the possibility that 
others, including the Vice President, could 



be indicted. The prosecutor could charge 
administration officials for knowingly 
exposing Plame’s identity, but it appears 
that Fitzgerald has chosen to seek charges 
against Libby for making false statements, 
obstruction of justice and disclosing 
classified information. Conspiracy charges 
could also be added. 

Indictments against top Bush officials 
could significantly hurt an already 
struggling administration. Approval 
ratings for the president are extremely low, 
and putting a spotlight on the aggressive 
tactics used by the White House to counter 
critics of the war in Iraq would do nothing 
to help. Aside from the fact that leaking 
a CIA operative’s name is illegal and 
compromises national security, it is also 
extremely immoral. These are the people 
that put their lives on the line for our 
safety, and they must be able to trust the 
government to protect them in return. 

Much debate has centered on what should 
and what would happen if any officials 
are indicted. Bush originally stated, very 
strongly, that if anyone in the administration 
was involved in any way that they would 
be removed from their position. Libby has 
chosen to resign from his position, but with 
the possibility of others being indicted, like 
the President’s chief of staff and the vice 
president, it is unclear exactly what action 
the administration will take. 



December 2005 



www.thetalon-online.com 



TALON NEWS MAGAZINE 



3 




'Time and patience’ needed 
to secure victory in Iraq 



Rumsfeld comment 
on weaning Iraq’s U.S. 
military support 



(KRN) Responding to growing unease 
over the war in Iraq, President Bush laid out 
a multi-part, stay-the-course “strategy for 
victory” Wednesday and urged Americans 
to muster the “time and patience” to carry 
it out. 

Bush refused to set a timetable for the 
withdrawal of U.S. troops, but expressed 
confidence that Iraqi security forces will 
increasingly take over for them. He also 
acknowledged past mistakes and warned 
that “there will be tough days ahead’" 
before the troops come home. So far, some 
2,100 U.S. troops have died since the Iraq 
invasion in March 2003. 

The presidents 43 -minute speech at the 
U.S. Naval Academy, coupled with the 
White House’s release of an unclassified 
version of the war plan for Iraq, was the 
most detailed 
explanation yet 
of Bushs war 
strategy. 

But the 

president still left 
key questions 
unanswered, 
such as what 
benchmarks 
would be used to 
measure progress 
in quelling the 
Iraqi insurgency 
and how to ensure 
that Iraq’s military 
forces will 

answer to their 
emerging national 
government 
instead of to the 
tribal and sectarian leaders many of them 
now obey. 

The speech was the first in a series of 
White House events intended to counter 
war critics, stop Bush’s slide in the polls 
and shore up the president’s credibility. The 
public disapproved of Bush’s handling of 
Iraq by 63 percent to 35 percent in a Gallup 
Poll two weeks ago. 

Bush spoke to an audience of several 
thousand Naval Academy midshipmen 
under a banner that read “Plan for Victory.” 
He said his plan rests on three pillars _ 
reforming the political system, restoring 
security and rebuilding the economy. 
Wednesday’s speech focused almost 
exclusively on security; other speeches will 
deal with the other issues. 

While acknowledging past problems with 
training, Bush said Iraqi security forces are 
steadily improving. He said 120 Iraqi army 
and police battalions _ each with 350 to 
800 Iraqis _ had undergone training. 

About 40 battalions are good enough to 
take the lead in security operations, while 
the other 80 primarily support U.S. troops, 
he said. Only one battalion has been 
certified to operate completely independent 
of U.S. troops, but Bush said that’s because 
the bar for that designation is extremely 
high. 



To be considered completely independent, 
a battalion has to have full military 
capability, including airlift, intelligence 
and other logistical components. 

“As a matter of fact,” Bush said, “there are 
some battalions from NATO militaries that 
would not be able to meet this standard.” 
Somewhat counter-balancing that 
relatively optimistic assessment, the 35- 
page White House war plan concludes, in 
a section titled “Victory Will Take Time,” 
that “Iraq is likely to struggle with some 
level of violence for years to come.” 

It also acknowledges that big hurdles 
remain before a stable democracy can be 
established, including deep-seated ethnic 
tensions, endemic corruption and a legacy 
of cynicism and distrust engendered by 
decades of tyranny under ousted Iraqi 



leader Saddam Hussein. 

“It is not realistic to expect a fully 
functioning democracy, able to defeat 
its enemies and peacefully reconcile 
generational grievances, to be in place 
less than three years after Saddam was 
finally removed from power,” the war plan 
concludes. 

Bush failed to address one of the most 
vexing issues on the security front _ how 
to deal with tensions between Iraq’s Sunni 
and Shiite Muslims. Sunni Arabs say 
they’re often brutalized by Shiite security 
forces, and widespread anecdotal evidence 
supports their complaints. At the same time, 
Sunni killing squads tend to target Shiites. 
And both groups distrust Iraqi Kurds, who 
want autonomy for their northern region. 

It’s also not clear whether the mostly Shiite 
army forces will be loyal to the emerging 
new national government. Evidence 
suggests that many are sectarian militias 
loyal primarily to tribal or religious leaders 
who are spoiling for a fight with rivals more 
than devoted to forging national unity. 

“It’s going to be a very difficult challenge 
to build a truly national Iraqi security 
force,” Sen. Jack Reed, D-R.I., said, calling 
Bush overly optimistic. “That’s a long task 
ahead.” 



(AP) - President Bush said Tuesday that 
c it would be a terrible mistake” to pull U.S. 
forces out of Iraq and that politics should 
not play any part in a decision about 
withdrawal. 

“We will make decisions about troops 
levels based upon the capability of the 
Iraqis to take the fight to the enemy,” 
Bush said in El Paso, Texas. “I will make 
decisions on the level of troops based upon 
the recommendations of commanders on 
the ground.” 

The argument against withdrawal 
was echoed in Washington by Defense 
Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld, who said 
quitting the war would allow insurgents to 
prevail and put the United States “at still 
greater risk.” 

“Quitting is not an exit strategy,” Rumsfeld 
said at a Pentagon news conference. 

Rumsfeld made clear that the time 
has arrived to wean the Iraqis of their 
dependence on American support for 
security. 

“They have to do it for themselves,” 
Rumsfeld said. “There isn’t an Iraqi that 
comes into this country and visits with me 
that doesn’t say that. They know that. They 
know that they’re the ones that are going to 
have to grab that country. And it’s time.” 

Bush and Rumsfeld spoke in advance of 
a speech by the president on Wednesday 
at the U.S. Naval Academy at Annapolis, 
Md. The remarks are expected to outline 
the administration’s strategy for giving 
Iraqi forces increasing responsibility for the 
security of their country. 

The war in Iraq and the mounting number 
of American casualties have contributed 
to a steep drop in Bush’s popularity. His 
approval rating is at the lowest level of his 
presidency. 

Talking with reporters in El Paso, Texas, 
Bush said he would make decisions about 
troop levels based on the advice of military 
commanders. 

“If they tell me the Iraqis are ready to take 
more and more responsibility and that we’ll 
be able to bring some Americans home, I 
will do that,” the president said. “It’s their 
recommendation.” 

“Secondly, we want to win,” Bush said. 
‘The whole objective is to achieve victory 
against the terrorists.” 

“I’m interested in winning. I want to 
defeat the terrorists. And I want our troops 
to come home,” the president said. “But 
I don’t want them to come how without 
having achieved victory. We’ve got a 
strategy for victory.” 



“People don’t want me making decisions 
based on politics,” the president said. 
“They want me making decisions based on 
the recommendations of our generals on 
the ground. And that’s exactly who I’ll be 
listening to.” 

“Now I know there’s a lot of voices in 
Washington,” Bush added. “We’ve heard 
some people say pull them out right now. 
That’s a huge mistake. It’d be a terrible 
mistake. It sends a bad message to our 
troops. And it sends a bad message to our 
enemy. And it sends a bad message to the 
Iraqis.” 

Rumsfeld said the president would 
outline in detail his plans for helping the 
Iraqis take control of their own country. 

“The strategy is working, and we should 
stick to it,” Rumsfeld said. 

The U.S. strategy has been built on an 
expectation that training a competent Iraqi 
security force and facilitating the election 
of a democratic government would stabilize 
the country and allow a gradual U.S. 
military exit, possibly starting in 2006. 

Rumsfeld ticked off several indicators of 
progress on the military front, including: 

_ U.S. forces have turned over control of 
about 29 military bases to the Iraqis. 

_ Baghdad’s once-violent Haifa Street is 
now more peaceful and under the control 
of an Iraqi army battalion. 

_ The Iraqi army has seven division 
and 31 brigade headquarters in operation, 
compared with none in July 2004. 

_ The number of Iraq army battalions “in 
the fight” has grown to 95, compared to 
five in August 2004. 

On Monday, a U.S. military spokesman 
in Baghdad said the number was 100, 
plus 30 battalions of Iraqi Special Police. 
Pentagon spokesman Maj. Todd Vician 
said the 100 total includes five Iraqi special 
forces battalions. 

Rumsfeld did not mention the recent 
call by Rep. John Murtha, D-Pa., to begin 
immediately to withdraw U.S. troops, 
but he posed the question of whether the 
United States would be better off leaving 
Iraq quickly. 

“I believe the answer is clear,” he said. 
“Quitting is not an exit strategy. It would be 
a formula for putting the American people 
at still greater risk and an invitation for 
more terrorist violence.” 

Rumsfeld said the more the insurgents in 
Iraq “make it sound as though we are going 
to quit or lose,” the more encouraged they 
will become and the more successful they 
will be in raising money and recruiting 
insurgents. 
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Banned Asian poultry continues to slip across U.S. borders 



By Bill Lambrecht 

St. Louis Post-Dispatch 

Chinese-grown poultry, banned in the 
United States out of fear of spreading 
diseases, is nonetheless reaching markets 
and restaurants in the United States after 
escaping detection at borders. 

Outbreaks of bird flu in Asia have led the 
government to step up its anti-smuggling 
operations. In a two-month period this fall, 
the government seized 165,000 pounds of 



The government agents are targeting both 
wholesale and retail operations. In Brooklyn 
this month, a container labeled “vegetables” 
held 30,000 pounds of preserved duck eggs 
along with prohibited rice and citrus bound 
for a warehouse. Everything was seized. 

At a Philadelphia warehouse on Nov. 
3, inspectors took away 3,000 pounds of 
frozen squabs (young pigeons) and goose 
intestines smuggled from China. 

A series of raids at Asian restaurants in 
Chicago this month turned up more of the 




Asian poultry, according to figures compiled 
in the Department of Agriculture. 

No bird-flu virus was found in the 
prohibited items, which included frozen 
chickens, ducks, pigeons and poultry parts 
prized by Asians for cooking. The H5N1 
avian influenza virus can stay alive in 
frozen products, leading some to fear that 
infected birds could be a conduit for the 
disease. 

That’s why the government is working to 
shut down pathways by which the disease 
might enter the United States and pose 
threats to the nation’s $28.9 billion poultry 
industry _ and potentially to people. 

Recent discoveries point to the broad 
scope of the smuggling problem, according 
to internal government documents. 

Working with the Customs and Border 
Protection Service, U.S. Agriculture 
Department agents recently seized 27,000 
pounds of smuggled frozen poultry 
from China in a single operation at Port 
Elizabeth, N.J. 

Sometimes, the poultry arrives in 
mislabeled containers. 

For instance, ducks and chicken 
products from China seized in New York 
City in September reached the United 
States in packages labeled “dried lily 
flower,” inspection reports show. Duck eggs 
removed by agents from the same location 
were labeled “prune slices.” 



Chinese squabs along with up to 50 pounds 
of frozen goose parts. 

Not all of the prohibited poultry comes 
from China: At a Thai grocery in Chicago 
in October, agents seized 57 pounds of 
chicken feet and duck feet that originated 
in Thailand, among the Asian countries 
where the virus has been found, according 
to inspection records. 

The seizures are not made public by the 
government. 

But Scott Sanner, national coordinator of 
the Agriculture Department’s Smuggling, 
Interdiction and Trade Compliance 
program, acknowledged during an 
interview that his agency has increased its 
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www.thetalononline.com 
for the latest, most up to 
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efforts in recent months in response to the 
spread of the flu virus in Asia. 

He described the challenges of stopping 
the smuggling and said he welcomes tips 
from the public to a toll-free hotline, 1-800- 

877-3835. 

“We’ve seen a significant increase in 
containers arriving from some of these 
countries,” he said. “There are a lot of these 
containers coming in every day and the 
resources are very limited as to how many 
of them can be looked at. So there is stuff 
that will get through.” 

The Agriculture Department is among 
federal agencies seeking to prevent arrival 
of the flu virus, which experts worry will 
mutate into a form that spreads easily 
among people. 

Earlier this month, Agriculture Secretary 
Mike Johanns asked Congress for $91 
million for several programs to protect the 
nation against the virus. 

About $9 million would be spent to 
combat smuggling, money that Sanner 
said would enable his unit to hire more 
inspectors, conduct more surveillance and 
do the coast-to-coast police work needed 
to uncover smuggling plots by increasingly 
sophisticated operators. 

The Agriculture Department’s anti- 
smuggling unit provided key information 



that enabled Customs and Border 
Protection, part of the Department of 
Homeland Security, to make seizures of the 
prohibited poultry at three ports recently. 

Nonetheless, several government 
agriculture specialists said they wish that 
Customs and Border Protection _ which 
emphasizes stopping terrorism _ would put 
a higher priority on protecting agriculture 
and conducting special operations designed 
to halt the poultry smuggling. 

The Customs office declined to make 
anyone available for an interview, citing 
the sensitivity of its enforcement actions. 

But the agency noted that it had hired 
agriculture specialists to fill vacancies, 
adding in a statement that those specialists 
‘are more vigilant than ever in addressing 
the potential threat posed by prohibited 
imported animals and animal products.” 

Concerned about Bird Flu? 
Join the conversation 
nn the Talon Bing 
www.thetalon-unline.com 
Hit the “Blog” button 
under the sections 
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CAMPUS 

Disability Advocacy 
Group Gets Noticed 

Chris Campbell 



The Disability Advocacy Group (DAG) 
was established during the 2004-2005 
academic year. DAG became an official 
student organization during the Spring 
2004 semester. Stana Eager, Coordinator of 
Counseling Services, is the DAG Advisor. 
Graduate student Tiffany Radcliff is the 
President and Sophomore Theresa Gleeson 
is the Vice President of the organization. 
The Disability Advocacy Group is open to 
all Avila students. “The goal of DAG is to 
increase awareness and visibility of people 
with disabilities on the Avila campus,” 
Eager said. Through special events DAG 
seeks to educate the Avila students and 
faculty about issues which impact people 
with disabilities. 

There are currently five DAG members 
that meet one Monday a month; they 
welcome you to join them whether or not 
you have a disability. During the 2005 Fall 
semester, DAG has held three activities for 
the Avila community: a Guest speaker, a 
Sign Language Workshop, and a Disability 
Simulation Exercise. The Disability 
Simulation Exercise was held in the Marian 
Center on Wednesday, October 26th. Each 
individual who participated was required 
to draw a card that labeled them with a 
physical disability: handicapped, blind, 
or hearing impaired. Those who received 
a blind card put a puzzle together blind- 
folded. Those who received a handicap card 
took a tour of the campus in a wheelchair 
led by DAG President, Tiffany Radcliff. 
Last, but not least are those who received a 
hearing impaired card watched TV in the 
Eagle’s Nest with no sound. 

“With a wheelchair it was virtually 
impossible to get in and out of the 
bathroom in the Marian Center,” Food 
Service Director Don Hillard said. 

Fitting a wheelchair or scooter through 
some classroom doorways is another 
challenge that students faced. Downstairs 
in the Eagle’s Nest students struggled with 
different obstacles. 



“Watching TV with no sound is extremely 
difficult, reading lips and looking at 
surroundings is the only way to half-way 
understand what is going on,” first-year 
student Derek Carnish said. 

For the hearing impaired English is 
a second language and very hard and 
frustrating to understand. Students who 
were blind-folded had no choice but to 
try to feel their way around. For Avila 
students and faculty these activities were 
eye-opening experiences. Putting yourself 
in somebody else s shoes is the only true 
way to understand obstacles they face. 

“I want to have an understanding of 
how to work with those who cope with a 
disability,” sophomore Theresa Gleeson 
said. 

Theresa does not have a disability, but 
believes that it is important to bring 
awareness to the Avila community. The 
DAG members and those who participated 
in the Disability Simulation Exercise 
believe that Avila has made improvements 
to make the campus accessible for all, but 
there is still room for future improvement. 
Interpreters, dorm lights, one service 
elevator in the kitchen of the Marian 
Center, and a couple of wheelchair ramps 
on campus are provided for those who 
have disabilities. However, those who are 
hearing impaired have no way of knowing 
if there is a fire or tornado unless they 
are in their dorm room. Avila needs to 
provide chair-lifts, more automatic doors, 
ramps and elevators for those who are in a 
wheelchair. Also, some of the doorways are 
so narrow it makes it virtually impossible 
for those in a scooter to get thru. There is 
currently nobody on campus that is blind 
so nothing is being provided. “None 
of us have limitations, accept when it’s 
not accommodating,” Graduate student 
Tiffany Radcliff said. Improvements that 
can be made to make Avila accessible and 
accommodating for all in the future will 
benefit the school greatly, which is what 
DAG has set out to accomplish. 




Students engage in livel conversation 



Talking In Hands 

Rebecca Stolberg 




We’ve all done it. The professor is talking 
and we zone out and miss part of the 
lecture only to come back minutes later to 
find that we didn’t hear a word that they 
said. If we miss too much of what they have 
said, our grades will suffer. However, there 
are some students on the Avila campus who 
never hear a word that their professors say, 
and do just fine. 

Many of us never think about the deaf 
students who go to school at Avila. But 
they are out there and chances are you 



have passed at least one of them in the hall 
on the way to your classes. Most of the 
students who are deaf on campus chose 
Avila University because of its intimate size 
and closeness to their homes. 

“I chose Avila University because it is 
[a] small and private school,” sophomore 
Jeremy Roe said. “It is close to home too. 
I prefer smaller classroom [s] that way the 
professors can get know the students and 
be able to help them.” 

Most of us struggle just to keep up with 
our studies and social lives. Students who 
are deaf not only have to balance their 
academic and social lives, but also have to 
jump through additional hoops. They take 
the same classes that we do, but they face a 
completely different set of obstacles ranging 
from being able to understand movies in 
class, to dim lighting where they can’t see 
each other talking. 

“The obstacles that I have dealt with 
are teachers and writing,” junior Daniel 
Higgins said. “English is my second 
language. Teachers don’t understand that 
because they see me as a hearing person 
since I can talk and able to understand 
the teachers.” Higgins’ first language is 
American Sign Language. 

First year student Randi Mize uses her 
hands to talk to other people. 

“The lighting in my dorm lounge is too 
dim for us to be able to talk to each other,” 
Mize said. “The lounge at least has light, 
but I would like it to be brighter.” 
Sometimes people don’t know how to 
interact with the deaf. When interacting 
with a deaf student, it is important to 
remember that they have the same goals 
as the rest of us. Some are working on 



Business Administration degrees, one is 
contemplating switching their major to 
Finance, another is hoping to open a small 
bookstore - all goals that others in the Avila 
community have thought about. 

The students who are deaf on campus are 
very warm and personable people. Recently, 
they held a Sign Language Workshop for 
other students who were interested in 
getting to know a little bit more about how 
they talk to each other and live their lives. 

“When I first started going to Avila in 
2002, some 
people [would] 
mock me and 
[were] ‘scared of 
me’ just because 
I’m deaf,” 

Higgins said. 
“Don’t be scared 
of me and other 
deaf people. 
They don’t bite. 
If you want to 
learn some sign 
language or have 
some questions, 
feel free to ask 
me or other 
deaf students on 
campus.” 

And if you 
are curious as to 
what is the best 
way to interact with them, they are happy 
to help you out. 

“Many times, students who want to talk 
to me often would turn to the interpreter 
and say, ‘Can you tell her (me) that...’ 
Hello... I’m here, you know. Talk directly 
to me,” Mize said. “It often makes me feel 
like I’m a child - seven or eight years old all 
over again.” 

Jeremy, Daniel, and Randi, who represent 
the deaf on campus, are happy to be 
going to school at Avila. They have found 
an academic home among people and 
friends who want to see them succeed. The 
Disability Service Office helps to support 
their academic pursuits by supplying help 
such as interpreters for their classes. 

“I wanted to add that Avila University has 
been a lot of help with my accommodations 
and always willing to provide whatever I 
need to meet my needs,” Roe said. “Thank 
you Disability Service Office.” 

There is a group on campus for students 
with disabilities called “Disability Advocacy 
Group.” However, this group isn’t just for 
students with disabilities. 

“Any student who is interested in issues 
that impact people with disabilities can be 
a part of DAG,” Coordinator of Counseling 
Services and the advisor for DAG, Stana 
Eager said. “Being part of DAG can be a 
valuable learning experience for students 
without disabilities when they become 
aware of the challenges faced by those who 
do.” 

Those interested in joining DAG 
are welcome to contact Eager at stana. 
eager@avila.edu. 
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Big thanks to all the students, 
staffand faculty who participated 
in the Penny War during the 
Week of Giving. In a last minute 
turn around, the International 
Student Organization took the 
lead and won! All the generous 
donations added up to $200.00 to 
be donated to the Wayside Waifs 

Animal Shelter. For details ckeck: 
www.thetalon-online .com 



CAMPUS 

Avila Students Make Radio Commercial 




Picture left to right: Brindy Lasiter, Erin Stewart, Santa, Erin Miller and 
Instructor, Linda Strelluf 



Residence Hall Association 
Leader Interviewed 



John De Roo 

When a college student has time for 
extracurricular activities, they often join a 
student organization or club. One of the 
organizations on campus is the Residence 
Hall Association. I recently spoke with 
Tim Bosler who is an advisor to the RHA 
to find out what is happening in the group. 




This can be a big help for students who are 
living away from home for the first time 
or helping international students adjust to 
life in the U.S. When asked if the purpose 
changed over time, he said it focused on 
the “social aspect to help get students where 
their living.” 

As with any group, one wants to know 
what is currently going on. “We are looking 
at the visitation policy to determine if 
any modifications are 
necessary. Also, the group 
is having Halloween in 
the Halls where kids 
form birth to twelve years 
old can come up to the 
residence halls and get 
candy.” Sounds like a lot 
of fun for the younger 
kids. 

Tim 
leaders 



said 

of 



mam 



Tim Bosler, RHA Advisor 
tends to many issues each day 

The first question I asked Tim was how 
long has the organization been in existence? 
”At least since the 1980’s.” he said, although 
he was not sure exactly when the group 
started. I then asked how many members 
were in the group. He said “All residents 
who are students are members and they 
have seven main officers.” They can also be 
“ten to fifteen” officers in the group at any 
given time. 

The main question that I had for Tim was 
what was the purpose of the organization? 
“The student government in the resident 
halls, helping to explain hall polices and 
procedures, and to help students socially.” 



the 

the group 
are “Ricky Avila, and 
Kyle Fowler.” He also 
stressed however, that the 
Residence Hall Association 
was a “collaborated 
group effort” and that all 
members can lead at one 
point or another. Tim also told me about 
the new residence hall that is scheduled to 
open in the fall of 2007. He said “there will 
be 66 people in the new building, 2 R.A., 
and possibly a staff member. 4 people will 
be assigned to a suite.” He also said they 
plan on having “a cook top, microwave and 
a refrigerator” to benefit the kids. Planned 
also is a “computer lab and all rooms will 
have individual temperature control in 
each room.” It should a nice addition to 
the campus. 

Finally, Tim told me his main job was 
to “motivate everyone to help get things 
done.” Judging by what I was told in the 
interview, Tim and his group are a real asset 
to the Avila University campus. If helping 
out with the Residence Halls interests you, 
consider joining RHA. It sounds like a lot 
of fun. 



Sister Act 
2 Deserves 
Follow Up 

Chris McNair 

I didn’t really believe that my initial 
interest in Nuns here at Avila would 
warrant a follow up piece. But having 
just finished an interview with Sister Ruth 
Stuckel, I feel honored to be given a chance 
to talk with these ladies and hear their 
stories. Their commitment to their beliefs 
and dedication to Avila and young people 
is an encouragement to me and our culture 
of mobility. In my few years, I haven’t even 
had a shred of the dedication and sense of 
purpose that these sisters possess. 

Nuns and monks have played an 
interesting role in the history of Christianity, 
especially since its institution as the official 
religion of the Roman Empire. As Rome 
adopted Christianity and “believers” were 
being baptized at sword point throughout 
the empire, more and more groups of 
men and woman headed to the desert to 
practice their faith away from this new, 
more organized form of Christianity. 
Christian Monasticism was born and with 
it came monks and nuns. Avila itself is 
named after St. Teresa of Avila who is said 
to have received visions of the Virgin Mary 
and was herself a Nun. While there are 
many different orders with different beliefs 
among Nuns they all share a common 
purpose of devotion to God and serving 
others. The Sisters here at Avila belong 
to the Order of St. Joseph of Carondelet, 
which has its headquarters in St. Louis and 
has an emphasis on education. 

Sister Ruth Stuckel is an Associate 
Professor of Philosophy at Avila. She says 
that she first knew she wanted to be a sister 
when she was in 6th grade. She attended 
a St. Joseph’s sponsored school through 
8th grade. She knew serving God through 
being a Nun was her calling. 

“I chose the St. Josephs order because of 
the humanness, the realness, you could 
laugh and joke but you could also be 
serious,” she said. 



Communication students in Writing 
Plans, Proposals and Presentation 
completed a successful sales event for 
Eskew’s Fine Jewelers on November 
19th and 20th. Working with sto reowner 
Jim Eskew, the students created a sales plan, 
wrote and recorded commercials, and work 
the event as the “Avila Elves.” 

Radio spots ran on 94.9 KMBC, 101 The 
Fox, and 7.10-Talk Radio during the Dr. 
Laura Show. The commercials spotlighted 
Avila saying, “The Avila elves will be e- 
mailing customers wish lists to family and 
friends.” 

IPod, 

Do You? 

download the latest podcasts 
to your i-pod or mp3 player, 
visit thetalon-online.com 
for more details. Or call 
816-501-3705. 



Her favorite part about being a nun is 
getting the chance to help others develop 
their faith, especially through workshops. 
She also had the opportunity this summer to 
travel to England and speak on St. Teresa at 
Oxford. On the state of spirituality among 
Avila students she says, “I see good values, 
the students are respectful of differences, 
whether race, sex, or orientation, they 
have sincerity in their personhood.” Her 
spiritual influences have been obviously St. 
Teresa but she also says that the Vatican II 
council really shaped her life and allowed 
her to experience life more fully. Her 
spiritual advice for students is, “Set aside 
minimal time each day for reflection, by 
doing that it will help you to find direction 
in your life.” 

That is the advice that we as students 
might need to hear. As the semesters wear 
on and we still struggle to know what to 
make of our lives, take a moment and reflect 
on who you are because who you are is who 
you are becoming. I again encourage you 
to cross paths with these ladies, get to know 
their stories, they are here for a reason. 




Orscheln Memorial 
Chapel at Dusk 
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Theatre Is A Real J-O-B 

Micheal Johnson 



When the word theatre comes to mind, 
you usually think of some program designed 
to help students in the field of acting, but 
what most don’t understand is that Theatre 
is a lot broader than most would think. 
Theatre touches different aspects such as 
Directing, Technical Theatre, and Musical 
Theatre. Theatre is a field which is very 
hard and taken more seriously than most 
would think. 

“Theatre is a like athletics, you have to put 
at least an hour a day in, and in acting, you 
have to put 2 to 3 hours a day in practicing 
and learning your lines,” Cliff Dunham 
says, “You have to be able to read scenes, 
especially when you sing, you have to sing 
with expression, you have to become it, if 
the scene is filled with hatred, you have to 
sing in a way that the audience is drawn 
into what your trying to get across.” 

With acting, one can imagine it would 
be the same way, if musicals would take so 
much of your time you can only imagine 
how hard it is acting and memorizing 
lines. 

“Acting takes a lot of work, you have to 
put at least 2 to 3 hours a day in, practicing 
and learning your lines, and that doesn’t 
exclude weekends,” junior Sarah Taft says. 



You have to take classes, prep for theatre, 
most times in all fields. Theatre offers good 
scholarship money, probably the most 
next to athletics. The classes, the time put 
in away from classes, building sets, and 
learning lighting, all ensure that the money 
is earned. Most of the plays at Avila deal 
with a lot of singing, that’s why instructors 
like most actors and actresses to learn how 
to sing, learn voice projections, and dance. 
It makes everything a lot easier. 

As You Like It, was held on November 17- 
20, and auditions for The Gray Zone and 
Aida will be held during spring semester 
productions. The Theatre Department 
also has their own magazine subscription 
that can be picked up in the theatre offices. 
While there, buy tickets for upcoming 
shows. 

With all of this going on, it seems that 
the theatre department is an exciting area 
to get involved in on campus. It’s filled with 
dedicated people who are ready to break into 
the field of theatrical production. These 
people can teach everyone that theatre is 
truly an art to those who see and respect it. 
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of your Stomach Problems 



Are yew a woman experiencing 
any of these symptoms? 

* Early fullness while eating 
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The Black Student Union @ Avila is on the Map 




Former BSU officer (2004-5) Charmene Woods steps in for 
a visit with BSU accompanied by Johnny Turnage, President 



Reginald King 

As everyone knows, the Black Student 
Union is an organization striving for unity 
and having a more diverse community 
on the Avila campus. This organization is 
hard at work encouraging participation in 
dances, raffles and just getting the word 
out about the organization and the positive 
plans that they have in store for the student 
body on campus. 

Recently they have just thrown a 
Halloween party and invited surrounding 
schools like UMKC, CMSU, William 
Jewell, and Rockhurst were all in attendance. 
This party turned out to be a success 
says’s members Brittney Harris and Alexa 
Washington. Their purpose was to promote 
the Black Student Union to the whole 
community and let everyone know that 
they striving for recognition and putting 
the word out about them. Every student 
in attendance seemed to have great time at 
the party. And of course one of the main 
objectives was to have fun on campus. This 
is something that most students complain 
about, that we should do more activities 
like that! 

For the future the Black Student Union 
is also in the developing plans for having 
an Open the Mike Concert, 3 on 3 
Basketball tournament, and even more 
dances so we all can just promote clean fun 
on campus because college students can 
get together and have a great time without 
something bad always happening. Meeting 
are held every Friday and 12:15 p.m. in the 
Goppert Theatre in the Helmes room. New 
members are always welcome so if you are 
interested you can stop by anytime to see 



what is going on. The President is Johnny 
Tournage, Vice President Rachel Williams, 
Secretary Michae’l Charmont and the 
Fundraising Manager is Leonard Casey. 
Their motto for the group is to promote 
organization through programming. 

English Club 
Profile: 

Chris McNair 

Attention future Dickens, Emily Brontes, 
Langston Hughes, poets, people of prose, 
and prophets the English club is in session. 
The club is by their own admittance 
informal meets when they feel like it and 
wherever they choose. But do not let 
informality be confused with idleness. The 
English club is currently putting in the 
works many English themed events to get 
involved in. They sponsor Poetry Jams, 
Open Mic nights, and Book drives for local 
women’s shelters. The club was established 
to bring a sense of community to English 
Majors and Minors, Senior Tom Sullivan 
said. It also creates a space for criticism and 
encouragement in the pursuit of creating 
and understanding literature. However, the 
club is not limited to only English majors 
and all students are invited to participate 
in the events organized by the club. Those 
wishing to join the informal but very active 
English Club are invited to contact Mitra 
Young at mitra_ayden@yahoo.com for 
upcoming events and ways to get involved. 
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Colleges Are Refining Their 
Cafeteria Options 



4‘LK 



(OCR) Chefs at a busy Orange dining 
hall whip up a gourmet lunch feast that 
would make any foodies mouth water: 
blackened pollock drizzled with tomato 
coulis served over a bed jambalaya, a 
fajita salad topped with tender chunks of 
“hangar” beef strips and deli sandwiches 
made with artisan bread. 



students consider when choosing a college, 
according to Porter Consulting Worldwide, 
an independent food-service consulting 
firm. 

“We are finding that when a student 
ranks the first two equal, then food service 
will make or break a decision,” said Robin 
Porter, president of the Washington 



IFI 



Stress and Fatigue Top Students’ 
Concerns About College Exam Time 




Student Brittan Platek, CEPT, get a custom made 
sandwich from Virginia Flores in a cafeteria a t 
Chapman University, Orange County, California 



The locally caught fish and regional 
dishes cater to the palate of the buffet 
eatery’s most demanding customer: college 
students. Indeed. The galloping gourmet 
has hit the halls of academia. 

National and local universities are spicing 
up cafeteria menus as more students prefer 
fancier fare to traditional mess-hall meals. 

Chapman University started rolling out 
fresh-Mex specials, grilled sandwiches, 
vegan rice bowls and pan-seared salmon 
this fall. Coming soon at Cal State 
Fullerton, woks will move near serving 
lines to showcase fresh stir-fry meals, while 
UC Irvine plans to add a sushi chef and 
specialty concessions in 2007. 

“I think freshness is a big deal with 
students who want to feel like they are 
getting a meal that’s not from a chafing 
dish,” said Kurt Borsting, director of Cal 
State Fullerton’s Titan Student Union. 

Though the days of college-grub staples 
_ meatloaf, Salisbury steak and spaghetti 
_ are not completely over, food-service 
providers are finding financial value in 
injecting flair into ho-hum menus. College 
cafeterias are projected to generate $11.1 
billion in sales in 2006, up from $10.1 
billion last year. At the same time, research 
shows colleges can gain a competitive edge 
by serving restaurant-quality food. 

“We are looking to be a cut above the 
rest of other universities,” Joseph Kertes, 
Chapman’s dean of students, said. Experts 
say it’s a smart move. Campus food 
service ranks third behind academics and 
location as the most important factor 



D.C.-based firm. This is triggering food 
providers such as Sodexho Inc., whose 900 
college clients include Chapman, to break 
new ground at college dining halls across 
the country. 

For more information go to 
www.thetalon-online.com 



(CP) Increased pressure for good grades 
has many college students taking the 
wrong approach when it comes to exam 
time preparation. 

According to a recent survey (1) from 
The Princeton Review, in conjunction with 
Wrigley, more than 85 percent of American 
and Canadian college students admit to 
feeling increased stress and tension at exam 
time, in many cases leading them to make 
less healthy choices such as snacking on 
high-calorie foods, drinking caffeine, and 
late night study sessions. 

°How students manage exam-time stress 
can have a huge impact on their ability to 
perform underpressure,” says Robin Raskin, 
director of communications, The Princeton 
Review. ‘’Today's students feel an intense 
pressure to achieve good grades, choosing 
poor stress-management techniques can 
work against their scholastic goals.” 

Stressbusters 

Study experts at The Princeton Review 
recommend a few simple tips to enhance 
studying and dealing with exam stress. 
These include: 

* Exercising or socializing during study 
breaks: Many schools have created events 
like midnight runs or movie breaks to help 
students cope with stress. 

* Find the right time: Students should 
experiment with different times of the 
day to find their best study time, but they 
should pick a time when they are alert and 
ready to concentrate. 

* Create a calming and productive 
atmosphere: An effective study area should 
have good lighting and ventilation, a 
comfortable chair, and a space large enough 
to spread out your materials. Listening to 
one's favorite music also helps. 



SAtOOtf 



* Chew gum. The gum experts at Wrigley 
recommend chewing gum to help relieve 
stress and tension and to help increase 
focus and concentration during studying 
and test-taking. An added bonus, it also is 
a low-calorie substitute for eating snacks 
when stressed. 

The Princeton Review and Wrigley 
Student Study Fiabits Survey discovered 
a number of other studying habits and 
exam-time trends and differences between 
Canadian and U.S. students, including: 

* Stressed-out: The results revealed that an 
overwhelming number of students, more 
than 85 percent, admit to feeling increased 
stress and tension at exam time, leading 
many to make poor coping choices. 

Increased snacking during study time: 
This habit ranked the highest among 
students from both the U.S. and Canada: 
76 percent are hitting the fridge (47 percent 
to combat boredom, 32 percent to relieve 
stress). 

* The caffeine buzz: A majority of 
students (62 percent) admit to drinking 
caffeinated drinks to help increase focus 
and concentration while studying. 

* Music for the brain: When given 
a selection of music genres they enjoy 
studying to, the majority of students’ choice 
was Classical music. 

* Chewing gum - According to the survey, 
41 percent of students who chew gum while 
studying do so to relieve stress and tension. 
And 23 percent chew gum to increase focus 
and concentration. 

* The social butterfly versus the couch 
potato: American students rank socializing 
as their favorite study break (29 percent), 
where the majority of Canadians (28 
percent) selected watching TV/movies 
as their activity of choice during study 
breaks. 
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Internet Plagiarism Rampant In Colleges 



(KRT) Don McCabe has surveyed 
45,000 of Americas college students over 
the past three years, asking them to come 
clean about whether they cheat on their 
tests and term papers. 

Many cheaters in the classroom are 
surprisingly honest in the surveys, said 
McCabe, the founder of the Center for 
Academic Integrity and a foremost authority 
on academic fraud. About 37 percent have 
admitted to what’s called “cut- and-paste” 
plagiarism, the practice of creating term 
papers by copying information available 
over the Internet. 

“It’s becoming a pervasive problem,” said 
McCabe, a professor of management and 
global business at Rutgers Business School 
in New Jersey. “It happens a lot in last- 
minute situations. The paper isn’t done, and 
it’s the night before it’s due. If they don’t 
get caught, it’s tempting to do it again.” 
University authorities consider this 
practice to be a violation of conduct codes, 
and the penalty can range from a failing 
grade on an assignment to expulsion. 

David Hoffman, assistant dean of 
student affairs at Truman State University 
in Kirksville, Mo., said it’s important for 
faculty to root out cheating. 



“I don’t want my surgeon, my structural 
engineer, my airline pilot thinking it’s OK 
to cut corners,” he said. 

It’s not just deans who are concerned 
about academic fraud. In a case filed not 
too far from St. Louis, a student is battling 
a Carbondale, 111., company that she says 
offered her essay for sale online without 
permission. Such businesses are known 
as “paper mills.” As with cut-and-paste 
plagiarism, it’s out of bounds for students 
to use them. 

The suit, filed in August in U.S. District 
Court in Benton, 111., accuses business 
owner Rusty Carroll, his company, R2C2 
Inc., and the Internet company that hosts 
his Web site of violating copyright laws. 

The plaintiff is a graduate student 
named Blue Macellari, who is enrolled in 
a joint program offered by Duke and Johns 
Hopkins universities. According to the suit, 
a friend entered her name into the Google 
search engine, and the results turned up 
a paper Macellari had written and posted 
online while finishing undergraduate 
studies in South Africa. The paper had been 
available after the payment of a registration 
fee at several Web sites. 



Macellari ’s lawyers are representing her 
for free, McCabe said. They called him 
before filing, telling him to expect calls 
from reporters. 

“Someone screwed up,” he said, evaluating 
what happened with Macellari ’s paper. 
‘Whether there was a mistake, legally, that 
can be argued forever, but clearly, there was 
a mistake.” 

Lawyers representing the defendants 
did not return calls seeking comment, 
but they have filed answers to Macellari ’s 
complaint. They suggest that their clients 
aren’t liable for breaking copyright codes 
because a student is not a competing 
business interest. 

Advertisements for paper mills used to be 
relegated to postage-stamp-sized appeals in 
the backs of magazines, but the services 
they offer are now easily accessed over the 
Internet. 

Universities now have tools to uncover 
Internet cheating. 

Hoffman said faculty at Truman State 
use a service called turnitin.com, which 
matches a student’s paper with text found 
on the Internet, whether cut and pasted 
into the student’s own work or purchased 



wholesale. The service costs the university 
between $3,000 and $4,000, he said. 

The service has uncovered several 
instances of cut-and-paste plagiarism at 
Truman State. But Hoffman said when a 
case of cheating comes to light, educators 
generally want to work with students to 
correct the behavior rather than punish 
them outright. 

“We have small class sizes and focus on 
student development. We don’t have the 
Wal-Mart heiress going here,” he said, 
referring to Paige Laurie, who returned 
her degree from the University of Southern 
California after cheating allegations 
surfaced earlier this year. 

McCabe favors tailoring assignments to 
make it harder for students to copy parts of 
generic essays and hand them in as original 
work. He regards that as better than relying 
on services such as turnitin.com. 

He credited the anti-cheating services 
with starting a new trend: old-fashioned 
plagiarism from books found in a library. 

“We’re starting to see the first rumblings 
of that now in our survey,” he said. 



Nurse-staffing Firm Creates Reality Show To Draw More 
To Profession 



“Hopefully, after this, more people will 
want to be nurses,” Braynin said. 

For years, hospitals around the country 
_ and especially in Southern California _ 
have been turning to traveling nurses to 
plug crucial holes in their ER and other 
units as they struggle to hire more full-time 
professionals. 

An aging population, declining 



between $40,000 to $70,000 a year and 
as much as $100,000 with overtime _ with 
the staffing agency paying for housing and 
health insurance. 

So while “13 Weeks” is, at its roots, a 
job-recruitment tool, it’s also about the 
marketing of Orange County _ the latest 
variation on TV shows like the reality series 
“Laguna Beach” and the soap “The OC.” 




(KRT) Nobody’s been fired. 

Some hunk isn’t handing out red roses. 
And the only island around is Catalina, 
which on a clear day can be seen from 
the sun-kissed balcony of the $ 10-million 
mansion. 

Since September, six “traveling nurses” 
from around the country have been living 
in a Mediterranean-style estate in Pelican 
Point in Corona del Mar, a camera crew 
shadowing them for _ you guessed it _ a 
reality show. 

But “13 Weeks,” which premiered 
Nov. 23 on the Internet, doesn’t feature 
“Baywatch” extras in white uniforms and 
sensible shoes who eat insects and hang 
from helicopters. 

Rather, “13 Weeks,” which chronicles 
the professional and personal lives of 
a diverse group of traveling nurses, is 
more of a documentary aimed at goosing 
recruitment in the chronically understaffed 
nursing industry. 

Which doesn’t mean the show will be 
boring. 

Wednesday nights on a computer near 
you and possibly airing on cable TV next 
year, the series captures the blood-and-guts 
of nursing with healthy doses of SoCal 
glamour, as six singles save lives and share 
a 7,0 00 -square-foot home overlooking the 
11th fairway of Pelican Hill Golf Course. 

“After 'L.A. Law,’ everyone wanted to 
be a lawyer,” said Alan Braynin, chief 
executive of Access Nurses, a San Diego 
nurse-staffing company that created what 
is believed to be the first Web-based reality 
show. 



enrollment in nursing schools and a 
perception that nursing is too hard and 
doesn’t pay enough all are factors behind 
the shortage. 

Traveling nurses have moved in to fill 
some of the staffing gaps. These nurses 
typically work for 13 weeks before moving 
on to their next assignment, earning 



Emily Seay, 32, an ER specialist from 
Baltimore, immediately said yes when 
offered one of the roles from hundreds of 
applicants. 

“The person on the phone said, ’Would 
you be needing any special accommodations 
at the mansion?”’ Seay said. “I said, ’Can 
you say that again? Because it’s probably 
the last time I’ll hear anybody say that.’” 



Said Ron Coronado, 36, one of the 
show’s two male nurses: “’’Reality Show’ 
implies game show, and ’13 Weeks’ is not 
a game show. ... But there has been a lot of 
drama in the house. 

“I’ve been told by the producers not 
to discuss the drama, but believe me, if 
America watches the show, it’ll be because 
of the drama.” 

When a promotional Web site went up 
this summer, applications to Access Nurses 
shot up 20 percent, Braynin said. 

Each “13 Weeks” cast-member has been 
working three 12-hour shifts per week _ 
some of them on graveyard duty, which has 
tested their stamina as they try to pack in 
daytime activities. 

For more information go to 
www.thetalon-online.com 



Thorn aro only sovon words 
you can’t say in tho Talnn. Say 
thorn onlino at www.thotalon- 
onlino.com 

Foaturing: Blogs, Podcasts, 
Mossago Boards, Galondars 
[including studont partios), 
Lottors to tho Editor and 
mnro... 
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Poll: Almost Half Of College 
Students Say They’re 
Politically Active 



(KRN) Nearly halfofU.S. college students 
claim to be politically active, although they 
participate more via consumer choices, the 
Internet and politically charged fashion 
than by working in campaigns. 

These findings emerged from a mid- 
October poll of 18- to 24-year-olds on 
nearly 250 U.S. college campuses by 
Harvard University’s Institute of Politics, 
the latest in a series of such surveys since 
2000, when pollsters there decided to 
explore why political activity was invisible 
on their campus during a presidential 
election. 

All 1,204 students polled were enrolled 
at four-year universities at the time. The 
poll’s margin of error was 2.8 percentage 
points. 

Forty-eight percent of students said 
they are politically active. Signing e-mail 
petitions and forwarding them to friends, 
wearing political T-shirts and wristbands 
for social and political causes, and buying or 
boycotting products because of companies’ 
reputations all fit into what many students 
today consider political activities, the poll 
found. 

Harvard junior Krister Anderson, 22, 
a co-chair of the poll, said the numbers 
marked the latest shift in a long trend. 

“My grandparents were joining trade 
unions (and) my parents were marching in 
the streets about Vietnam,” he said. “But 
my generation is a little quieter, a little 
more individual. They’re sort of taking a 
technological twist in their activism.” 

The students expressed mixed emotions 
about public life. While 93 percent of those 
surveyed said being an elected official was 
honorable, 70 percent said they thought 
that elected officials today were motivated 
by selfish reasons. And while 52 percent 
said they trusted the United Nations to 



do the right thing most of the time, only 
39 percent said that about President Bush, 
whose job-approval rating was 41 percent. 

Current events clearly worry them. Fifty- 
eight percent said the country was on 
the wrong track and 62 percent thought 
America should begin withdrawing troops 
from Iraq. 

Such large concerns help explain why 
74 percent of students voted in the 2004 
presidential election, the highest turnout 
among four-year college students since 
1972, according to the Harvard pollsters. 
On average, 18- to 24-year-olds with four- 
year college degrees are twice as likely to 
vote as their noncollege peers. 

“We think the increase is due to the war in 
Iraq,” said Caitlin Monahan, 22, a survey 
co-chair and Harvard senior. 

The poll also found a general interest in 
Social Security restructuring, with 7 in 10 
students worried that the program won’t 
provide for them after retirement. Just over 
half favored private accounts even if they 
risk financial loss. 

The students’ ambivalence about national 
politics doesn’t apply to involvement in 
their own communities. Nearly 7 in 10 
have performed volunteer service in their 
localities and a quarter volunteer on a 
weekly basis. However, fewer than a third 
viewed such service as political activity. 

Sixty-eight percent said they followed 
national political news closely. And while 
42 percent admitted that they sometimes 
get their news from Comedy Central’s “The 
Daily Show With Jon Stewart,” far more 
said they followed network TV news (79 
percent) or cable TV news (75 percent) and 
many read major newspapers, either on the 
Web (43 percent) or in print (43 percent). 

For more on the Harvard poll online, go 
to www.iop.harvard.edu 
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AFTs College Adjunct Faculty 
Members Stage Protests Seeking Fair 
Pay and Fair Play Across The Country 



(CP), A coalition that includes the 
American Federation of Teachers (AFT), 
the American Association of University 
Professors, the National Education 
Association and other organizations that 
represent college faculty is holding rallies 
and demonstrations calling for fair pay and 
benefits for college and university part-time 
faculty members. 

“These are hard-working academics 
who are paid a fraction of the wages that 
others are paid for teaching the very same 
classes on the same campuses. It’s just not 
right and incredibly unfair to students 
and faculty,” said AFT vice president Bill 
Scheuerman. 

Throughout the week, faculty members 
on some campuses will pass out peanuts 
and hold signs saying “What do elephants 
and adjunct faculty have in common? Both 
work for peanuts.” On other campuses, 
part-time instructors will park cars filled 
with textbooks, papers and classroom 
materials next to signs reading “part-time 
faculty office.” 

In the classified advertising section 
of several daily newspapers, the AFT is 
sponsoring want ads describing adjunct 
faculty positions as they really are. For 
example, a job want ad in Vermont’s 
Rutland Herald (and running in all of 
the state’s daily newspapers) included the 
following requirements: 

* Appointments are part-time, but 
substantial opportunities exist to teach 
90-100 percent full-time schedules at 40 
percent or less of full-time pay 

* No health care, subsidized pension or 
other benefits 

* If hired, it will be necessary to reapply at 
least twice a year. 



In Vermont, 100 percent of the state’s 
community college faculty are adjuncts, or 
part-time teachers. Nationwide, 44 percent 
of college and university faculty are now 
classified as part-time. Of these, fewer than 
20 percent receive any health benefits or 
contributions to retirement. This is not just 
an issue at community colleges, however. 
At New York University, for instance, 80 
percent of the faculty are classified as 
contingent, meaning they are working on 
short-term contracts as adjuncts or graduate 
employees. 

About a third of adjunct faculty are “part- 
time employees” in name only. Across the 
country, professors known as “freeway 
flyers” or “roads scholars” are forced to 
teach full time by working part time at 
more than one institution just to gain an 
adequate income. 

This is the third national “Campus Equity 
Week” campaign. Others were held in 
2001 and 2003. In addition to the “telling 
it like it is” advertisements in Vermont and 
running elsewhere, Campus Equity Week 
activities include: 

* Faculty at Rutgers University are holding 
a hearing with state assembly members and 
scholars on the use of contingent faculty. 

* In Philadelphia, faculty groups at six 
community colleges are hosting an event 
with Joe Berry, author of Reclaiming 
the Ivory Tower: Organizing Adjuncts 
to Change Higher Education. In 
Pennsylvania’s community colleges, 82.5 
percent of the faculty teach part time. 

* Oregon Gov. Theodore Kulongowski has 
issued a proclamation recognizing Campus 
Equity Week and urging Oregonians to 
participate. 
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Anonymously an Alcoholic 

Nicole Sowders 



Editors Note: The following article 
references the experiences of an Avila 
student who has struggled with alcoholism. 
The account is personal and the student has 
expressed a wish to remain anonymous, the 
Talon staff has recognized their request for 
privacy and for the purpose of this article 
the student will be identified as “X”. 

Binge drinking is and always has been a 



academic probation, friends not wanting to 
be around you, DUIs, losing a boyfriend 
of girlfriend because of drinking, family 
not inviting you to the holidays, wrecking 
your car, having major health problems, 
blacking out and waking up in unfamiliar 

places, getting into fights, going to jail ” 

X said. She said that many of these things 




popular activity on campuses throughout 
the world, and in that respect Avila is no 
different. For many students, drinking 
comes with the many freedoms college life 
allows, for some drinking is an opportunity 
to relieve the stress of day-to-day life, and 
for many drinking is simply an outlet for 
students to have a good time and relax. 

According to X, “Everything about 
college is recognized with alcohol.” X is a 
junior at Avila and a recovering alcoholic 
who has been sober since Nov. 11, 2001. 

“I didn’t get in trouble every time I drank, 
but every time I got in trouble alcohol was 
involved,” said X. 

Alcoholism is an illness that can happen 
to anyone. According to the National 
Institute on Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism, 
nearly 1 in every 13 adults in the U.S. 
abuses alcohol or are alcoholic, and alcohol- 
related problems are most prominent 
among college age groups. 

Alcoholism, by its very nature, is an 
addiction. In the Merriam Webster 
Dictionary addiction is defined as “a 
compulsive need for and use of a habit 
forming substance.” Alcoholism is often 
broken down by the same components as 
drug addiction - craving, loss of control, 
physical dependence, and tolerance - and 
like drug addiction there is no clear path 
to alcoholism. 

“The important thing to remember is no 
one is going to quit until they want to, and 
hardly anyone will believe they are a full 
blown alcoholic until major consequences 
begin to happen: that could be losing a job, 



have happened to the people she knows. 

The most prominent organization 
dealing with alcoholism today is Alcoholics 
Anonymous (AA), which was started in 
1935 by a New York stockbroker and an 
Ohio surgeon who were both alcoholics, 
and is best known for its twelve-step 
program designed to help alcoholics get 
sober and maintain their sobriety. Overall, 
AA confidentially creates a safe atmosphere 
where anybody at any age, race, and gender 
can help treat their illness. 

According to the Alcoholics Anonymous 
Big Book: “We do not like to pronounce 
any individual as alcoholic, but you can 
quickly diagnose yourself. Step over to the 
nearest barroom and try some controlled 
drinking. Try to drink and stop abruptly. 
Try it more than once. It will not take long 
for you to decide, if you are honest with 
yourself about it. It may be worth a bad 
case of jitter if you get a full knowledge of 
your condition.” 

“My advice to anyone who thinks there 
may be a chance that drinking is causing 
a problem in their life is to attend an open 
meeting of Alcoholics Anonymous. See 
what they have to say, if its not for you; 
you’ve only lost an hour of your time. What 
it comes down to in the end is if you are 
miserable or on your way to losing it all, 
there is a better life out there, AA can help 
you find it,” X said. 

To find the closest AA meeting call 800- 

662-4357. 



Prescribed Sleeping 
Pills Use Is Up 



By Guy Boulton 

Milwaukee Journal Sentinel 

MILWAUKEE _ Sleeping pills 
rechristened as sleep medications _ are 
becoming increasingly accepted and a 
prescribed drug for young adults and even 
children. 

The use of prescription sleeping pills 
among people ages 20 to 44 doubled from 
2000 to 2004, according to an analysis 
of insurance claims by Medco Health 
Solutions, which administers prescription 
drug plans. 

Further, the number of children who 
were on sleep medication rose 85 percent. 
The use isn’t widespread _ an estimated 
181,050 children, or 0.22 percent of the 
population 19 and younger, take the drugs. 
Still, the increase came even though none 
of the most popular drugs is approved for 
use in children. 

Nationally, 8.6 million people took 
prescription drugs to help them sleep last 
year. That’s up from 5.5 million in 2000. 
Depending on the age group examined, 
that’s 2.7 percent to 6.4 percent of the 
population. And the trend toward increased 
use, particularly among adults under 65, is 
clear. 

“This is an unusually sharp increase,” said 
Lon Castle, a family physician and director 
of medical policies and procedures for 
Medco. 

The increased use raises concerns about 
whether the drugs _ heavily marketed 
through consumer advertising by 
pharmaceutical companies _ are being 
used appropriately. 

Americans spent $2.1 billion in 2004 
on prescription drugs to help them sleep, 
according to IMS Health, a pharmaceutical 
information and consulting company. 
That’s up from $900 million in 2000. With 
several new drugs now on the market, 
and others about to be introduced, sales 
of sleeping medications are expected to 
double in coming years. 

The growing acceptance of sleeping pills 
reflects broader trends in health care and 
society. It is now more socially acceptable 
to take prescription drugs, and people are 
more willing to seek such medications, 
despite the potential side effects. 

“We have this idea that there is a pill for 
every ill,” said Jon Schommer, a professor 
at the University of Minnesota’s College of 
Pharmacy. 



Schommer and others talk about 
the “medicalization” of normal human 
experience: Drugs are increasingly 

available to treat aliments or symptoms 
once considered a normal part of life. 

“We all have these ups and downs in 
sleeping,” he said. 

The roughly $3 billion a year spent by 
pharmaceutical companies to advertise 
prescription drugs directly to consumers 
has contributed to this new attitude. At 
the same time, taking a pill is easier than 
making lifestyle changes that can address 
the underlying causes of a disorder. 

The National Institutes of Health 
estimates that more than 70 million people 
in the United States may have trouble 
sleeping, according to Medco, and for 
42 million, trouble sleeping is a chronic 
disorder. 

Yet doctors and pharmacists note that 
sleeping medications _ just like all drugs _ 
are not without risks. 

“We have to be careful that we are not 
ending up with a lot of addictive behavior 
here,” said Beckie Fenrick, a pharmacist 
with Innoviant Inc., a pharmacy benefits 
manager in Wausau, Wis. 

The market for sleeping medications has 
increased across all age groups, according 
to Medco’s analysis. Although the largest 
increase was among adults ages 20 to 44, 
sales to adults 45 to 64 increased 61 percent. 
Roughly one in 20 adults in that age group 
now takes prescription drugs to help them 
sleep. 

The smallest increase _ 16 percent _ was 
among people 65 and older. An estimated 
6.4 percent of the people in that age group 
take prescription sleep medications. 

Although the new sleep medications have 
fewer restrictions on their use, they are not 
without side effects. 

“They come with such great benefits, but 
they still do have risks,” said Schommer of 
the University of Minnesota. 

The Web site for Lunesta, a sleeping drug 
introduced this year, warns that people 
should have at least eight hours to sleep 
before becoming active after taking the 
drug, and extreme care should be used 
when driving a car or operating machinery 
the next morning. 
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Volleyball Mom Leaves Lasting Legacy 

Max Thompson, EIC 



The drive from California. Missouri, to 
Kansas City isn’t for the sightseer. The 
trip lasts about two hours, and the rolling 
hills of central Missouri give your eye 
only horizons to track. Larry and Barb 
Schenewerk made the drive to Avila 
University for every home game of their 
daughter Courtney’s career, rain or shine, 
snow or sleet, two seats were guaranteed 
filled at each volleyball game. It may not 
seem like much to look forward to from the 
team’s perspective, but when attendance 
averages far below 100 people a game, the 
most loyal fans are the most appreciated. 
Knowing the circumstance involved in 
each of their visits, no one appreciated their 
presence more than Courtney. 

Courtney doesn’t cry much. She really 
doesn’t. She likes to think she’s stronger 
than that. On this afternoon, though, the 
tears fight through the levies built to deny 
them. As she tries to fight them, the impact 
of each one could be felt as it dropped, if 
only she hadn’t already made sure with a 
swipe of the hand that it didn’t get that far. 
The tears, she says, come with frustration 
more than sadness or anger. 

Frustrating setbacks are something she 
has learned to deal with over time. She 
loved volleyball at an early age, but couldn’t 
play until seventh grade. Her hometown, 
California, isn’t exactly a plethora of junior 
sports activity. Her mother Barb, her biggest 
supporter from the stands, was diagnosed 
with stage 4 lung cancer when Courtney 
was in high school. It was devastating then, 
and the emotions were overwhelming. 
Then, two summers ago, a close friend died 
in a freak accident on a summer trip to a 
lake. Through all the hardships she has 
stayed as strong as possible, holding back 
those tears. Until now. 

Over time, Larry and Barb became the 
parents everyone visited with before and 
after games. Barb would spend time small 
talking with the girls, but used some of 
that time to remind them about the horrors 
tearing up her body. Her cancer had been 
a large part of the Schenewerk family’s 
life for some years. She bought Livestrong 
bracelets for every player and member of 
the coaching staff, just to help the fight on 
a grander scale. 

Through the years, Barb’s battle with 
cancer had its ups and downs, not unlike 
that of a volleyball in play. She began to 
lose weight drastically in early 2000, and 
initially thought she had pneumonia. She 
went to the hospital to have some tests 
done. Doctors determined Barb needed a 
biopsy to find out what the problem was. 
When the procedure was finished, one of 
her lungs collapsed. A breathing tube was 
inserted, and Barb couldn’t believe the 
pain involved. She would say later that she 
would rather give birth again than have 
a chest tube inserted. But when her lung 
collapsed again, x-rays revealed that the 
tube had broken, and another one would 
have to be inserted. The second breathing 
tube worked, but the biopsy results 
revealed that she had a progressive form 
of lung cancer. It meant there was a very 
low chance of recovery and her time was 
limited. She was devastated. Her family 



was crushed. But she wasn’t going to let 
it slow her down. In her speech to a Relay 
for Life crowd in Jefferson City in July of 
2004, Barb talked about her reaction and 
her family’s reaction. 

“As the doctor was telling us about the 
cancer, my heart broke as I saw them [her 
family] trying to be so brave for me. So at 
that point, I promised God that I was going 
to be strong for them. I’m very thankful 
that it was me and none of them,” she said. 

Some nights later she awoke around 4 am 
and was having difficulty breathing. Larry 
and Courtney took her to the hospital. The 
news was grinding. Air had been leaking 
from her lung, and a third chest tube 
would have to be inserted. She detailed the 
stay in her speech, and remembered it as 
the breaking point emotionally. 

“I told Larry I needed to go for a walk 
down the hall, and found a broom closet 
where I could fall apart, just fall apart,” she 
said. 

A big family Christmas followed, and 
chemotherapy treatments started soon 
after. 

“I can remember helping her pull her 
hair out after the treatments,” Courtney 
remembers, “That was one of the most 
horrible parts, both for her and myself.” 

Courtney’s sister Melissa, a beautician, 
would eventually shave Barb’s head to 
spare herself the emotional pain of pulling 
clumps of hair out. 

Courtney grew accustomed to helping 
her mother while still in high school, but 
found herself unable to lend a hand when 
she ventured off to play volleyball at 
Avila. It didn’t stop Larry and Barb from 
driving up for every game. Throughout 
her freshman year, mom and dad were in 
the stands. Barb wasn’t supposed to be 
alive, but her seat was never empty, and her 
voice could always be heard - a constant 
reminder of battling through adversity. It 
was a lesson the volleyball team related 
to as they struggled all season, showing 
signs of life, but never getting above .500. 
During the following summer, head coach 
Brett Talcott resigned. The team took the 
positives they could and moved on, just 
like Barb would. 

Sophomore year for the Schenewerks 
wasn’t much different, the same drive bored 
them as they drove to the same place to see 
their youngest daughter play. Barb kept 
fighting, and so did her girls. They had a 
new coach that year, Fredrick Wagner, and 
the new enthusiasm produced better team 
play. Barb was happier with Wagner, even if 
he got on her girls more than she expected. 

“I remember he pushed me in a game 
to get my attention,” Courtney says, “It 
caught my mom by surprise.” 

She wasn’t happy at first, and expressed 
her anger as any parent would with a new 
coach. Over time, though, she began to 
understand. 

It was that tenacity and that deep love 
for her family that kept her alive. But it 
didn’t stop her from realizing how dire 
the situation was. In an interview with the 
California Democrat in March of 2004, 
Barb talked about cancer in a way that 



was her signature. It was frank and easy to 
understand. 

“I have a lot of hope, but I’m not stupid. 
I know the reality. I would like to see 
Courtney graduate and I would like to see 
her get married, but... cancer is like being 
tied to a train track. You can hear the train 
coming, but you can’t see it. You know 
it’s coming, but you don’t know when it’s 
going to run over you,” she said. 

The summer before Courtney’s junior 
year, on June 11th, doctors’ tests maintained 
that Barb’s cancer was still centralized 
in the lung. A month later, it had spread 
to her brain and lymph node. Everyone 
reacted in shock and anger, upset that it 
hadn’t been caught earlier. Barb decided 
on another treatment, if not for her, then 
for her family who had held out hope for 
so long that she would stay alive. That was 
the goal, just stay alive a little bit longer. 
Courtney reminded her mother of this goal 
as often as she could. She left notes around 
the house, and even changed the password 
on the computer from cancer’ to ‘staying 
alive.’ 

Barb also increased her openness with 
everyone she encountered each day. Her 
“filter,” as her family called it, was gone. 
She maintained everyday that she would 
leave this world with everything resolved, 
regardless of what people thought. Everyone 
would know how she felt. 

When the family was at dinner one 
evening, a young woman walked by their 
table. They all recognized her as the girl 
that had weighed much more when she 
was younger, but with the weight shed, 
she looked stunning. They all shared 
typical comments like “you look fantastic” 
and “it’s amazing what you’ve done.” Not 
Barb, she told it like it was. She told the 
young lady she could remember how ugly 
she used to be, and how fantastic she 
looked now. Barb said what was really on 
everyone else’s minds. She wasn’t going to 
be remembered as someone who either said 
the same things as everyone else, or wasted 
each day on petty conversation. The cancer 
removed her filter, but it helped her feel 
like she could clear her head of any regrets. 
Courtney worried that her mom’s openness 
would distort people’s view of her mother. 

“I didn’t want people to think she was 
a mean person. She was so supportive of 
everyone. She just wasn’t going to hold 
anything back, and her body wouldn’t let 
her anymore anyway,” she said. She would 
realize later that people only saw her mother 
one way. 

Barb wasn’t flustered by the sudden spread 
of the cancer, but it bothered Courtney, 
who after much indecision, decided to 
redshirt in order to be with her mom. In 
fact, Courtney originally wasn’t planning 
on even returning to nursing school at 
Avila. Barb would have none of it. 

“If you don’t go to school, then I’ll stop 
my treatments,” she said. 

Back to school it was. 

Barb faded as the volleyball season 
transpired, and now it was Courtney who 
filled the empty seat that her mom needed 
to see filled. Breathing with the help of an 



oxygen tank, and moving around less and 
less, Barb was getting weaker by the day. 

Courtney came home the weekend after 
her mother had decided it was time to 
stop the cancer treatments, but Courtney 
didn’t know that her mom had made that 
decision. No one did. Barb was spending 16 
hours a day in bed, and just couldn’t be her 
extravagant, outspoken self anymore. The 
treatments weren’t helping, they were only 
making things worse. The weekend drifted 
by, and before Courtney left, she did her 
usual goodbye routine with her mother. 

“I love you mom.” 

“I love ya baby.” 

Courtney got up to walk out the door 
when her mother called her back and gave 
her a hug. 

“I love ya baby.” 

Courtney knew then that the time was 
coming. 

“She was so ready to go, she must have 
said ‘I love you baby’ five times,” Courtney 
says. 

She drove back to Kansas City and called 
home to let them know she made it safely. 

“She said I love you one more time,” 
Courtney said. 

The next morning Courtney’s brother 
called her. 

“You need to come home.” 

“Why what’s going on?” 

“Just come home.” 

“Let me talk to someone else.” 

“Just come home now.” 

She hung up the phone in frustration, 
knowing too well the possibilities. She 
packed slowly, she wasn’t in a rush to get 
home. 

She tells the story through a quivered 
voice, and the tears well up. After gathering 
herself, she continues. 

She got in her car and started the drive. 
The drive with no distractions to ease her 
mind, just open spaces and rolling hills. 
She called her brothers and sisters over and 
over, only to hear voicemails. 

“Why won’t they answer?” she thought to 
herself. 

She eventually hung up her phone in 
frustration. Then it rang. Barb had died 
that morning, before Courtney had even 
woke up. Her brother knew when he called 
her, but he hadn’t told her. Mom wouldn’t 
get to see her graduate, or get married. Her 
heart sank, but she didn’t cry. Not because 
she wanted to be tough and tell herself she 
could handle it. She didn’t cry because she 
had cried enough over the last 4 1/2 years, 
out of frustration, out of anger, out of 
hopelessness. She was numb. She stopped 
a few minutes later and waited for relatives 
to pick her up and take her the rest of the 
way. 

She learned on the ride home that her 
mom had stopped breathing that morning, 
and her father had called the paramedics. 
They arrived and tried to resuscitate her to 
no avail. She died just outside her home. 

Continued on next page 
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Dear Santa: f rom Avila Students 



Vollyball Mom...cont. 



“She knew what she was doing. She 
always said she never wanted to go in 
the hospital, she wanted to go at home,” 
Courtney recalls with a grin. 

Zac Choate, Courtneys boyfriend, 
was around for the last two years, and 
understood the gravity of the situation. 

“Everyone knew it was coming, but it 
was still a shock. I could not believe it, I 
thought (Courtney) was joking. But if 
you knew Barb, you knew that there was 
a purpose to everything she did. She died 
with Larry by her side, and that’s the way 
she wanted it,” he says. 

The funeral was held later that week. It 
was the visitation, though, that spoke 
volumes to Barb’s legacy. 

“We had over 1400 people come. It 
absolutely blew our minds. It was a 
celebration, and I laughed. I felt a little guilty, 
but she would want it to be a celebration. 
She was probably walking around the room 
making fun of us,” Courtney laughs. 

Courtney talked to her best friend Beth 
(another member of the team) earlier in 
the day, and Beth told her that some of 
her teammates would be coming by the 
visitation. Courtney expected Beth and 
maybe one or two other girls. She was 
overwhelmed when the door opened and 
in walked nearly the whole team. They had 
shown up for Barbara, just like she had 
shown up for them. 

“If my family could have applauded, they 
would have. It just speaks to the character 
of all those girls. I just wanted to cry for 
how awesome they were,” she says. 

But she didn’t, and she doesn’t now. 

The experience helped Courtney realize 
that her mother’s death really wasn’t 
the ending she expected it to be, but a 
continuation of a legacy that will last. 

“All those people at the funeral made me 
realize that my time with my mom isn’t 
over. I’ll always remember the time I got to 
spend with her, but I also know she’s still 
around. And I’m not going to be selfish 
about it and feel sorry for myself, she doesn’t 
have to suffer anymore,” she says calmly. 

Above all, Courtney is happy with 
how she has handled everything, and 
the maturation that has come with the 
experience. 

“I just think I’ve learned to appreciate 
every day, and I never go to bed angry,” she 
says. 

Courtney can’t wait to thank the girls 
again for coming to the visitation, and for 
offering their support. 

“They all wanted to help in their own way, 
I can’t thank them enough. I went from 
being friends with them, to wanting them 
to be there for my wedding,” she says. 

The girls will probably show up because 
it’s what Barb would have done, even if 
Barb will be there anyway. 



Dear Santa: 

My name is Wei-Chu Wang. Christmas 
is coming, so you will get busy. This year, 
my grandmother find out she got cancer 
but she did not know. All members of my 
families knew about that. I pray for her 
so many times. I really want a gift: please 
help her to get the cancer away. I do not 
know how to do that, but I really hope 
Santa can help our families. Before I just 
want to get some gift for myself, but this 
year I only hope I can give this chance to 
my grandmother. Please make me a gift to 
help my grandmother, I will be very happy 
about this. Thank you, Santa. 

Wei-Chu Wang 



Dear Santa, 

I would start with the normal spiel about 
how good I’ve been this year but I figure by 
this point you probably know me. Besides, 
if I have been naughty, I would still tell 
you that I have been nice, so it’s kind of 
pointless to try to convince you one way or 
the other. (But just for the record, I fall in 
the second category.) 

At this point in the year you probably 
start receiving letters with lists of requested 
items from people. I sat down and thought 
about what I should put on my list. After 
all, I only get to submit one list a year to 
you and your elves so I wanted to make 
sure this was a good one. But as I thought 
about it, I discovered that I don’t really 
need anything. I would ask for good grades 
for this semester but those will already be 
posted by the time Christmas comes. 

But there was one thing that came to 
mind. It’s not really a tangible object. What 
I’d really like is for my family and friends 
to be safe and happy during this Christmas 
season. I don’t need anything under my 
tree or anything hanging in my stocking 
but if I could have my family with me on 
Christmas and know that my friends are 
safe with their families, that would be a 
wonderful gift! You see, Santa, I can be 
very forgetful. In 20 years I might not 
remember what I find under my tree, but I 
know that I won’t forget the memories I’ve 
made with the people I love. 

I know that my request probably vacates 
the spot in your sleigh that you normally 
have reserved for whatever you are bringing 
me for Christmas. I hope that doesn’t 
create too much of a balancing issue. I 
know Rudolph can be particular about the 
weight distribution. If you are looking for 
a way to even out the sleigh again, I have 
some younger siblings who would be happy 
to add on to their Christmas lists. 

Merry Christmas Santa! 

Rebecca 



Dear Santa, 

I know I might be too old to be writing 
you a wish list but if 12-yr-olds are having 
sexual intercourse, I determine that this age 
breach isn’t that offensive. I also know that 
at the ripe of age of 18, I should know that 
there is no north pole and whoever thought 
up of reindeer with glowing noses must 
have been on some sort of acid trip to come 
up with such a ridiculous story. Either way, 
here I am writing you a wish list against my 
better judgement. Also, I have found you 
out dear Santa. I have to theories to your 
activities. The first is that Christmas is a 
conspiracy between you and “the parents”. 
You employ them to do your dirty work and 
in return, give them tax cuts or something 
equally lame. I know parents do your dirty 
work because I saw my father stuffing my 
stocking. What a shocker. I sat there and 
cried into the milk and cookies that I left 
out for you. I hope you are happy. My other 
theory is that you and Satan are in league 
or you are the same person. Santa... Satan. 
Same letters. Yes, I have caught on to you. 
Not that I really care as long as I get what 
I want. Unless you want me to expose you 
to all children 10 and under, I demand 
you meet my requests. Don’t think I won’t 
do it either. Just imagine the mass chaos 
and violence carried out by very angry 
and disillusioned children. Bloodshed and 
death under every Christmas tree. Anyways 
here are my dema... wishes: 

#1) I want a pony. I have wanted one 
since I was 5. What in the hell is taking 
you so long? 

#2)1 would like to stop the world-wide 
obsession with such things as facebook 
and other cites whose only purpose is 
posting offensive comments on physical 
attributes and how much better you are 
than everyone else. If not possible, I would 
like to at least publicly ridcule them all in 
some way so they know how retarded their 
cliche comments to each other are. 

#3)1 would really like to meet Johnny 
Depp. He is my hero. 

#4) Please send a hit man to kill my 
cousin. She is the worst person I have ever 
met. How is she related to me? If you get 
back to me, I can give you a number to 
reach this Frankie guy in Chicago. I’ m 
sure as hell not going to call him myself... 

#5)1 wish I was 5’8, tan, blonde, and 78 
pounds. JUST KIDDING. I had to throw 
SOMETHING cliche in there. 

#6)A lifetime supply of chicken ramen 
noodles and velveeta cheese. 

That is the end of my er wish list. I expect 
to hear back from you shortly. 

Your average alienated-and-corrupted-by- 
society teenager, 

Kris Sachs 



Dear Santa, 

All I want for Christmas is my writers 
block to be lifted, a guitar and a plane 
ticket to Canada so I can going skiing this 
winter but don’t have to go back home to 
do so. However, more than anything else I 
would like to move out of my house and get 
an apartment to myself so I don’t have to 
deal with drunk roommates anymore.Oh 
yeah, peace on earth would be nice too. 

Dear Santa 

For Christmas I want some life direction. 
Preferably a clearly marked path complete 
with the least resistance. 

I would like it wrapped neatly in a big 
box and accompanied by a host of smaller 
packages with the little extras that come 
with life direction. I guess also in the 
interest of being unselfish a little work 
peace would be nice too. 



Dear Santa, 

Well let me start off by saying that 
Christmas is the most happiest time of the 
year. It is a season of giving which should 
be stressed the most in that time of year. It 
is a time when family can get together and 
just be thankful that they have each other. 
With that in part what I really want from 
you Santa Clause is that my family and I 
are together on Christmas. I am really big 
on family and since I am so far away from 
my home in Georgia the little things mean 
alot more to me now more than ever. Just 
knowing that everything back home is 
alright is really all that I need from Santa. 
Home sweet home. 

P.S.- Since my laptop was recently stolen 
when my car was broken into about a month 
ago, I could surely use another computer to 
help me stay on top of my school work. 

Sincerely, 

Reginald King 



Dear Santa, 

All I want for Christmas is an X-Box 360 
or a really expensive digital camera. Well, I 
really want an Acura, but that’s not going 
to happen. 

Michea’l Charmant 



Dear Santa, 

I want Charlie and the Chocolate factory, 
and a mini drum set, and socks. Really 
cool socks. And lots of chocolate! 

Theresa Gleeson 



Look for more Dear Santa letters in the Talon’s first web-cast at www.avila.edu/talon 
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Ramos Provides Dual Exhibits 



mi 



Two Great Choices in Overland Park! 



Enjoy all the comforts of home at Drury Hotels of 
Overland Park. Both hotels provide great extras like: 

• FREE HQTIQL//K5TAR7 Breakfast Expanded Continental Breakfetat Pear Tree Inn 

• FREE Evening Beverages 0 Snacks (5:3o-7 P m) 

• FREE Local Calls. Voice Mail 

• FREE Covered Parking 

• Coffee Makers, Irons, Hair Dryers in all rooms 

• Dick Clark's American Bandstand Grill right next door 



S eed 
Katins] 
^Wjreless Lobby^ 



Just minutes away 
from Avila University! 



< Drury 

Inn & Suites 




Drury Inn & Suites 

10963 Metcalf Ave. * Overland Park, KS 
913-345-1500 



Pear Tree 
Inn e™. 



Pear Tree Inn by Drury 

10951 Metcalf Am * Overland Park, KS 
913-451-0200 



Ask for the Specisl Avila University Rate 

druryhotels.com • 1-800 DRURYINN 



Christmas And Hip Hop Striving 
To Improve Sense Of 
Our Community 



Erin Stewart 

A&E Editor 

Anthony Ramos is an artist of media 
as well as performance. He was one of 
the earliest artists who experimented and 
worked with video in means of capturing 
the drama of worldly affairs. Ramos is 
known for producing videos that criticize 
the media, and that explore the relations 
of African American identity. He is also 
known for his abstract paintings. 

Ramos received his degree from the 
California Institute of the Arts. Since 
then he has taught at universities such as, 
Rhode Island School of Design, New York 
University, and the University of California 
in San Diego. 

Not only is Ramos an artist and been a 
professor, he has also been a video consultant 
for the National Council of Churches, as 
well as the United Nations during the 
1970s. During the 1980s, Ramos was a 



program director for French television; he 
was also a video director at the American 
Center in Paris. 

The American Jazz Museum and the 
Bruce R. Watkins Cultural Heritage 
Center joined together on Oct. 8 for a joint 
presentation of Ramos’s abstract paintings 
that were influenced by some of jazz’s well 
known legends. “Legally Done” is the 
name of the show that is being shown at 
the Bruce R. Watkins Cultural Heritage 
Museum, “Jazz Universe” is the show that is 
being shown at the American Jazz Museum 
in the Changing Gallery. 

The presentation is being held from 
Oct. 8 to Feb. 25, with free admission. 
If you have any questions or would 
like further information on the exhibit, 
call the American Jazz Museum at 

(816)-474-8463. 



Micheal Johnson 

As we head toward another Christmas, 
and into another year, Hip Hop has 
suddenly made a change that most would 
call amazing. Rappers are now resolving 
beefs, recording with each other, talking 
to each other, even possibly signing each 
other to each one’s label. For the Hip 
Hop community, Christmas has came 
early, who could ask for a better gift, we 
only pray that throughout all of this, these 
artists are able to collaborate and make 
beautiful music together. Jay-z, and 
Nas, two extraordinary rappers who have 
influenced many Hip Hop artists have 
finally squashed their so called beef, and it 
seems that others in the rap community are 
doing the same. It seems that a move as big 
as theirs has helped Hip Hop, so it seems 
that a thing such as this should influence 
our local communities. 



Speaking of influence, most of our teens 
are influenced by Rap, R&B, Country, 
Alternative, Acoustic Neo Soul, music in 
general. But today, with the constant rise 
in Rap and R&B, you tend to see more 
people influenced by these two. I did a 
survey of 16 people around campus and 
asked them what their favorite genre of 
music was, out of the 16 people, 9 choose 
R&B, and 2 said Rap, along with three 
other people choosing Rap as their second 
option. Lisa Burks said, “I like everything, 
I am not for sure why (laughing), I like Jack 
Johnson and John Mayer but I also like 
black eyed peas and Nelly so it ranges”. As 
you can see, Rap, and R&B has influenced 
our students. It influences our parties, the 
people we hang around, and the university 
as a whole, and with Christmas coming 
early in the Hip Hop community, we can 
only hope and ask for a present as special as 
reconciliation. 
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Nothing Blue About This Room 



Chris McNair 

If you are one of the college age students 
who upon waking Saturday morning still 
smell like smoke, still have the techno beat 
bumping in your head, still feeling the 
effects of too much dancing and too much 
drinking. As you make that coffee and pop 
those aspirin how many times have you 
asked if there was an alternative? A place 
to have a good time with friends, have a few 
drinks, and hear some great music. The 
alternative is Kansas City’s own Blue Room 
and it is time to get schooled in some great 
jazz and Kansas City History. 

The Blue Room opened up in 1997 as a 
part of the American Jazz Museum located 
in the 18th and Vine historical district. 
The Blue Room originally operated out 
of the Street Hotel in the 18th and Vine 
district during the 30’s and 40’s. During 
that time it drew the bigger names in jazz 
music and solidified Kansas City as a hub 
for great jazz music. Today the Blue Room 
is only the namesake of the former club 
and upon entering one can get a feel for the 
club atmosphere of the early jazz movement. 
Gerald Dunn who has been performing at 
the Blue Room since its beginning in 1997 
shared with me that a big draw comes from 
the nostalgia that the club presents. “The 
Blue Room is an outlet for the Kansas City 
jazz heritage,” Dunn said. 

There is something for everyone at the 
Blue Room. All styles are covered. From 
a more “hard-hitting, cutting edge” sound 
from Dunn’s band to the more chill smooth 
jazz that can be found on the bill as well. 
Stephanie Wilson, an Avila senior, and lead 
singer of the band Smooth Groove which 
has performed at the Blue Room, says that, 



‘The Blue Room is a good place to relax, it is 
a laid back, smoke free environment.” She 
also said that when one goes there they see, 
All nationalities, all cultures.” Jazz does 
not discriminate. It will infect anyone. 

The Blue Room is open 4 days a 
week. Thursdays, Fridays, and Saturdays 
usually have a specific band lined up for 
the night. However, the Monday Night 
improvisational Jam is the best kept secret 
in the Kansas City music scene. I showed 
up on a Monday night sat down by myself 
and ordered a beer. Not long after sitting 
down I was greeted by the man who would 
become my guide. He became the Virgil to 
my Dante, leading me through songs, key 
changes, and history of the district. Before 
a few notes were played he was smiling and 
slapping me on the shoulder telling me what 
song it was. Though he soon disappeared 
after ordering a girl a drink and inevitably 
became her guide as well. His information 
was helpful in appreciating what I was 
witnessing all the more. People came 
instruments in hand, signed the paper and 
were called on stage. In the middle of “My 
Funny Valentine” one performer could not 
wait to be on stage and his sax solo came 
from his chair by the bar. Old friends and 
performers shake hands and await familiar 
and new versions of the songs and sounds 
that have played the soundtrack to their 
lives. The only sweat here comes from 
the performers under the lights, playing 
for the crowd, playing for themselves. So 
this Friday or Saturday night, as you ready 
yourself for another night of mixed drinks 
and 50 cent. Do something different, do 
something real, Go Blue. 



Get Rich or 
Die Trying 

Michael Johnson 

With all the buzz in the air concerning 
50 cents debut movie Get Rich or Die 
Trying; this movie, its billboard, and its 
meaning has caused plenty of uproar. 50 
cent, known as a controversial rapper, has 
managed to bring that same controversy 
toward his movie. 50 cents movie has 
caused a stir within the government for 
relaying the wrong message toward our 
kids. From the Nov. 13, 2005, edition of 
the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel, Eugene 
Kane says, “To suggest to black youth that 
there are basically only two options - get 
rich or die trying - is to deliver a poisonous 
message”. “It also becomes a self-fulfilling 
prophecy for young African-Americans 
who think following Jackson’s early 
criminal career path is a reasonable course 
of action”. 

Not only is the title of this movie 
controversial, its billboard is also considered 
controversial. In his billboard, there is 
a giant image of 50 Cent’s outstretched 
arms, holding a gun in one hand and a 
microphone in the other, showing off gun 
wounds. The billboard has been accused 
of promoting gun crime and is depicted by 
many to be an out stretched depiction of 
a black jesus. According to the Chicago 
Sun Times, 50 cent says, “The blood was 
flowing out of my stomach, out of my leg 
and out of my left cheek, where I was shot 
in the face. I remember I was on that gurney 
being wheeled into an operating room. I 
was strapped down and I couldn’t move. 
That’s what I remember about the day when 
I was really shot”. Later in the conversation 
he goes on to say, “I’m someone who knows 
what it’s like to lay in the middle of the 
street in a pool of blood. I know what it’s 
like to be shot in the face, I know”. 

Recently, a guy was shot and killed after 
watching the movie “Get Rich or Die Tryin”. 
This caused an uproar about the message 
the movie actually delivered. The movie 
was pulled from the Waterfront Theater in 
Pittsburgh, and won’t be shown again until 
a given date. But it’s silly to assume that 
the movie was the cause of this event, or 
is it. Sophomore Reggie King says, “It’s 
stupid to think that this movie caused the 
death of a man, I’ve watched plenty movies 
with way more violence than this one, and 
to assume that this movie is the cause of 
this mans death would be ridiculous”. It 
could’ve been any other heavily promoted 
movie that everybody wanted to see the 
first night. It happened to be his movie. 

Besides, Get Rich or Die Trying is tale 
of 50 cent’s life, his movie was meant for 
people to peak in and get a glimpse of his 
past lifestyle. It’s understandable to see why 
he carries controversy everywhere he goes. 
His lifestyle was hard and controversial, 
and it makes his raps that way, being 
that when you rap, for the most part it’s 
a portrait of yourself. 50 cent was hustler 
during the time he was shot, so if anybody 
really wants to criticize his movie title, 50 
cent did almost die, getting rich. 
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Ground 



Working for FedEx Ground is like a paid 
workout. Part-time package handlers 
are eligible for tuition assistance to 
help out with everything from books to 
classes! Bring your drive to a company 
that recognizes and rewards best. 

PART-TIME PACKAGE 

HANDLERS 

Qualifications: 

18 years or older 
Able to lift 50-75 lbs 
Work in a fast-paced environment 
Ability to load, unload, 
sort by zip code. 

Part-time, 2 to 5 hrs/day 5 
consecutive days/week 

Earn $10-1 1/hr to start! 

Many shifts to choose! 

Day 2- 6pm 
Twi 7-1 lpm 
Nit 12am-3:30am 
Sun 4am-7:30am & 

Pre 2:30am-7:00 
Apply in person at: 

8000 Cole Parkway 

Shawnee, KS 66227 

(913) 441-7569 

(913) 441-7536 

Call for Application Times 

& Driving Directions! 
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Good Night, And Goodluck. 

John De Roo 



The movie Good Night, and Good 
Luck is a wonderful movie about the late 
CBS News journalist Edward R. Murrow. 
Directed by George Clooney, it details 
Murrow’s attack on Wisconsin senator 
Joseph McCarthy’s attempt to bring out 
communism. Communism was a big thing 
in the late 1950’s and Murrow was quick to 
attack it because he felt it was just a scare 
to get everyone worried about communism. 
The USSR was a very powerful country 
at that time. Murrow knew he would 
probably be accused of being a communist 
by speaking out against it, but he stuck 
to his guns and told the country how he 
felt about the issue. It was a great piece of 
journalism. 

The production of Good Night, and Good 
Luck was very good. The entire film was 
shown in black and white, but according 
to imdb.com it “was shot on color film on a 
grayscale set, then color-corrected in post.” 
Most of the scenes were set in a newsroom 
and on a set modeled for 1950’s television. 
Since this was the early days of TV, a lot of 
the microphones were huge and the headsets 
looked very uncomfortable. Murrow also 



appeared to be sitting at a very small desk 
that looked to be very cramped. Everyone 
smoked back in the 1950’s and every scene 
has at least one person smoking in it. It is 
very well done in regards to being historical 
accurate. 

Finally, the movie was very well produced 
and directed. As mentioned earlier, Clooney 
was the director but also played Fred 
Friendly the producer of Murrow’s show. 
Three people are still living that participated 
in it were on hand during filming to assist 
in making sure the film was historically 
accurate. Murrow’s son also helped with 
the film. And finally, the performance of 
David Strathairn as Edward R. Murrow 
was outstanding. Fie portrayed Murrow 
right down to a T and even convinces 
the viewer that he is Murrow. His famous 
phrase “Good Night, and Good Luck” was 
used in every scene that Murrow ended his 
show. It was a wonderful film. 




ASE 




How 


much 


do you know 


a b o u 


t Kin! 


g Kong? 


Test 


your 


knowledge at: 


WWW. 


theta 


lon-online.com 



Pride and Prejudice 



Erin Stewart 

Director Joe Wright’s first big-screen 
production in nearly 10 years 

— the draining, two and a half hour 
presentation of Pride and Prejudice - is the 
most recent in a long line of adaptations of 
the classic Jane Austen novel. 

This time around Keira Knightley fills 
the shoes of protagonist Elizabeth Bennet 
a stubborn, strong-willed young woman 
primed for marriage in highly class- 
conscious society. Rebelling against the 
expectations of her family, she develops a 
love-hate relationship with the wealthy Mr. 
Darcy, played by Matthew MacFayden. 

Shot beautifully on location throughout 
the UK, the cinematography stood out as 
the high point of the film. The sweeping 
landscapes and Georgian era British manors 
portrayed the time period as accurately as 
possible, at least from the standpoint of 
a movie-watcher who has never been to 
the UK or studied Georgian era British 
manors. 

With the first hour of the film moving 
at a snails pace, the only sign of reprieve 
arrives in the form of Mr. Collins, a well-to- 
do, yet awkward, suitor who comes calling 
for Elizabeth. Played to perfection by a 
small, awkwardly nervous Tom Hollander, 



the role brings a welcome relief to the 
mind-numbing boredom of the previous 45 
minutes. 

There were a couple things that annoyed 
me during the movie however. Firstly, 
Elizabeth’s two youngest sisters, played 
by Jena Malone and Carey Mulligan, 
tear through scenes like disturbed hens, 
chattering senselessly about boys and... well, 
just about boys. While the performances 
are intentional, they are directed in such a 
torrid manner, that almost no word of what 
they say is understandable and, ultimately, 
they are simply annoying. 

My second main complaint about the 
film is the convenient arrival of Mr. Darcy 
anytime Elizabeth happens to be thinking 
of him. For instance, following a restless 
night, Elizabeth takes an early morning walk 
through the countryside. Conveniently, 
Mr. Darcy has had similar sleeping issues 
and happens to walking through the same 
field at the same time, looking dashing in 
his Georgian era pajamas. 

All in all, Pride and Prejudice is a beautiful 
film and, once through the first hour, is a 
charming romance that is worth seeing on 
rental, but all-in-all not worth shelling out 
$8 at your local Cineplex. 
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Mike Sharpe: Named 2005 
Athletic Director of the Year 

Chadd Rivera 



In just five academic years here at Avila 
University Mike Sharpe is already a two 
time winner of Athletic Director of the 
Year Award in the Heart of America 
Athletic Conference. Mike Sharpe who 
was in attendance of the event said, “I was 
humbled by the announcement”, he went 
on to say that he “Was surprised but pleased 
at the same time” of his award. 

When asked if this award brings any 
more pressure to his job he answered with a 
simple “no”, being that he had already won 
this award in 2002-2003 there would be 
no extra pressure. I asked Mr. Sharpe about 
plans for the future and he said, “There are 
always big things planned for the future”. 
A lot of the things they are doing now are 
things that should have been done before he 
was here. Whether he had won this award 
or not his work would have continued on. 

Being the humble man that he is, Sharpe 
really wanted to stress the fact this award is 
a reflection on the athletic staff as a whole. 
He could not have won this award once let 
alone twice with out the help of his staff. In 
correlation with the strides of the athletic 
staff and Mike Sharpe, I would not be 
surprised if he was to win many more of 
these awards in the future. 
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Mike Sharpe, Athletic Director, hard at work in his office 



A Season Filled With 
UnforeseenSuccesses 



Megan Carnes 

To the eye of the spectator, the 2005 Avila 
womens volleyball team didn’t seem to 
come through with the turnaround season 
expected. What may have seemed, on the 
surface, like a disappointment to fans was 
nothing compared to the progress made by 
this year’s team. 

“In these past two years we have won more 
conference games than in the previous four, 
which shows that we are taking steps in the 
right direction,” Coach Wagner said. 

With only nine wins and 23 losses, many 
of which should have been victories, there 
is no doubt the volleyball team feels slightly 
wounded. 

“I wanted to have more to show for the 
fans, the ones who came to almost every 
game. Even though our fan base was 
weak, we know we were supported and are 
thankful for that. Just really disappointed,” 
Frosh Lindsey Oliver said. 

Even if the win-loss record is a sad 
one the spirit of the team remains high. 
Many players were excited simply to win 
conference games and experience solid 
victories, regardless of season results. 

“I have been here from day one and this 
being my third year I finally got a little taste 
victory and can’t wait to push even harder 
for that next year,” Jessica Horine said. 

The volleyball team had two major wins 
over Mid America Nazarene University 
and Missouri Valley, and fought hard 
against Lindenwood during the postseason 
tournament. A look at their season schedule 
shows the strength and experience of the 
teams they competed against, a strategy of 
Coach Wagner to improve the level of play. 

“We went to a couple tournaments that 
we were definitely not in the same league. 
I mean these were nationally ranked teams, 
but we came in and proved to ourselves 



that anything is possible,” senior Jessica 
Fiebrich said. 

The one major disappointment of the 
season was the outcome of the St. Ambrose 
tournament, where the team was expected 
to take the number one spot. The Eagles 
started out strong, blowing away each 
team in the first game, but were unable 
to put it away. What could have been 
the highlight of the season resulted in 
major disappointment and, surely, a long, 
uncomfortable trip home. 

“We went up there assuming it was going 
to be easy compared to what we had faced 
previously, but just like the whole season 
we couldn’t take it in the end. It was one 
of the most frustrating things all season,” 
junior Stacey Suntken said. 

The trend of the 2005 season for the 
Eagles was fight or flight. In every game the 
team would come out fighting but could 
not bring home a victory. Even though the 
team saw immense improvements near the 
end of the season, it remained a struggle to 
keep the momentum up. 

“We would always lose the first game 
and then push back super hard and looked 
really great, but then we never held on to 
that drive and fight,” senior Jessica Peters 
said. 

There was no doubt the team had many 
unseen successes and can be proud of all 
they accomplished this season, but now 
it is up to them to make the necessary 
improvements to live up to expectations. 

“The team peaked at the end of the season 
which is usually never heard of, so I am 
hoping we learn from this and peak right 
from the start next season. They just have 
to fight for it,” Asst. Coach Heather Smith 
said. 



18 



TALON NEWS MAGAZINE 



www.thetalon-online.com 



December 2005 






SPORTS 




Maximize Your Education. Minimize^Your Cost. 



The UPS 
EARNED 
LEARN' 
Program 



STUDENTS... Get up to $23,000* 
in College Education Assistance! 



Part-Time Package Handlers 

Earn $8. 50/hour with increases of 
50C after 90 days & 50C at one year 
Benefits (Medical/Dental/Vision/Life 
& 401 K) 

Weekly paycheck 
Weekends & holidays off 
Paid vacations 

Log on to: 

www.upsjobs.com 

to fill out an application today! 

For more information, call: 

913-541-2727 



ms 



Equal Opportunity Employer 
*Program Guidelines Apply. 



Tough Start Slams The Door 
On A Promising Finish 



Josh Nolen 

Following a grueling off-season, the 
2005 Avila women’s soccer team had high 
expectations as they prepared for their fall 
season. Talented freshman and transfers were 
much needed additions to a team looking 
to improve on their .500 record from the 
previous year. 

During the preseason the team could not 
fully evaluate their skills properly because 
of rainy conditions. They had to settle 
for practices in the gym and couldn’t fully 
prepare for what they were about to encounter 
in the upcoming season. Players were unable 
to fully stretch out their legs and sprints in 
the gym didn’t compare to the length of a 
sprint on the soccer field. 

The beginning of the season started off 
with two disappointing losses but would be 
followed by three wins that would bring the 
women’s soccer team’s confidence back to the 
level they had at the beginning of the season. 
Confidence doesn’t win games on its own, 
though, and the Eagles lost seven of the next 
eight games. 

As the season slowly progressed for the 
Eagles, the last six games of the season 
would show the fans what they have to look 



forward to in the 2006 season. The Avila 
women’s soccer team ended their season 
with a promising win over Culver-Stockton 
University adding to a 4-1-1 record in their 
final six games of the season. 

The women’s soccer team ended the season 
at 7-9-1, almost equivalent to their 2004 
record of 9-9. Few if any expectations were met 
by the team, but with the finish expectations 
were already set for the returning players. 

“We were a 45 to 60 minute team. We 
competed with teams in the first half of each 
game and when the second half rolled around 
we couldn’t finish,” junior Dana Ford said. 

Although the season didn’t turn out the 
way the Avila women’s soccer wanted it 
to, they played each team tough and made 
improvements where needed. They knocked 
on the door each game showing they had 
what it takes to compete with the nationally 
recognized teams on their schedule. 

As the 2006 season begins in the off-season 
for the Eagles, a tough returning core of 
players look to rebuild on what they started at 
the end of the season. They look to slam the 
door on teams instead of the door shutting 
in their faces. 



Glitter Girls 
Motivated To 
Work Harder 

Josh Nolen 

Many coaches would agree that winning 
one national championship is hard, but 
trying to win two in a row is even harder. 
Every team wants to knock the champion 
of their pedestal so they can say they are 
national champions. In January 2006, 
Avila’s Glitter Girls will do exactly that 
when they defend their title in the Open 
Fiip-Fiop division and try to win first in the 
Open Jazz division at the UDA Nationals 
Competition in Florida after taking third 
in that division last year. 

Preparation for the 2006 national 
competition started in June 2005. Casual, 
yet intense practices consist of conditioning 
and basic turns and jumps so each girl will 
be ready for the fall football season when 
they perform at halftime of each game. As 
the summer continues, so do the practices. 
As the football season nears, the casual 
practices turn into demanding practices. 

Each routine is prepared for their national 
qualifying tape. The top twenty-eight 
teams go on to compete in the national 
competition and with a ninth place finish 
the Glitter Girls have the opportunity to 
repeat as national champs. The ninth place 
qualifying finish and the chance to repeat 
has given the girls motivation to work 
harder on perfecting their routine. 

“The ninth place finish was a little 
disappointing but it also gave us extra 
motivation to work harder on becoming 
the best we can,” junior Danielle Starkey 
said. 

Along with performing and practicing, 
the girls hold fundraisers to raise money 
for the trip to Florida. So far they have held 
two car washes, a kids’ camp, and a high 
school girls’ clinic. On November 5, 2005, 
the girls who participated in the kids’ camp 
performed a routine during halftime of the 
football game along with the Glitter Girls. 
Girls who participated in the high school 
camp practiced dance moves and had the 
opportunity to get advice on trying out for 
college dance teams from the dancers. 

The vigorous training continues for the 
team until they go on Christmas break, 
which will be short because they are back 
in the gym on December 28 in order to 
perfect their routines before the national 
competition. The competitions will start 
January 13 and will last until January 18. 

“It will be disappointing if we don’t win 
the national title, but if we finish in the 
top five we will be happy,” junior Katy 
Singleton said. “We compete at nationals 
and also have fun performing with each 
other.” 

Although the Glitter Girls are seeking 
a second straight national title, they have 
a goal of making it into the top five in 
each division. Like any other good team, 
they must work together and have great 
chemistry to have a strong chance of 
competing. 




12/1 Benedictine 7:30 pm 

Atchison, KS 

12/3 Baker 4:00 pm 

Avila University 

12/5 Kansas Wesleyan 7:30 pm 

Avila University 

12/8 Central Methodist 7:30 pm 

Fayette, MO 

12/10 Culver-Stockton 4:00 pm 
Avila University 

12/31 Southeast MO State 7:00 pm 
Cape Giradeau, MO 



WOMEN S BASKETBALL 



12/1 Benedictine 5:30 pm 

Atchison, KS 

12/3 Baker 2:00 pm 

Avila University 

12/6 St. Mary 7:00 pm 

Avila University 

12/8 Central Methodist 5 :30 pm 

Fayette, MO 

12/10 Culver-Stockton 2:00 pm 
Avila University 
12/30 Mid-Continent 5:30 pm 
Avila University 

Extended End of the 
Semester Library Flours 

Tuesday, December 6 

8 am to Midnight 

Wednesday, December 7 

8 am to Midnight 

Thursday, December 8 

8 am to Midnight 

Friday, December 9 

8am to 6pm 

Saturday, December 10 

10am to 5pm 

Sunday, December 11 

3pm to Midnight 

Monday, December 12 

8 am to Midnight 

Tuesday, December 13 

8 am to Midnight 

Wednesday, December 14 

8 am to Midnight 

Thursday, December 15 

8am to 9pm 

Friday, December 16 

8am to 6pm 

Saturday, December 17 Closed 
Sunday, December 18 Closed 

Monday, December 19 

8am to 6pm 

Tuesday, December 20 

8am to 6pm 

Wednesday, December 21 

8am to 6pm 

Closed December 22 to January 3 
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SPORTS 

Men’s Soccer Team Hopes 
For Better Luck Next Year 



Zac Choate 

August 2005 was a great time for the 
Avila mens soccer team. With a rejuvenated 
roster and high expectations, the new 
season became a new beginning for many 
returning players. Following a dismal 
2004 season, plagued with injuries and a 
noticeable lack of depth, the outlook going 
into 2005 was brighter than many of the 
preceding years. 

The season started off with a bang. 
Coming off a strong off-season training 
program, the Eagles appeared formidable 
and confident - an appearance that held 
steady in their season opener against Briar 
Cliff University, a top-25 contender, held- 
off to a double overtime loss - and a victory 
in the minds of the Eagles. 

The strong start soon faded in the 
second game of the season, against Ottawa 
University, after having scored the first goal 
and leading into halftime, the Eagles fell 
4-1, signaling a somber home opener and 
a gloomy look at what was to come. Three 
more losses would be recorded before their 
first win against St. Mary in late September. 
The remainder of the season proved to be 
long and painful, with the Eagles losing 
thirteen of sixteen games. 

With a team that appeared to be so 
confident going into the season, what 
led to the disaster that ended it? It’s also 



important to note that many of the players 
on this season’s team were the best at their 
respective high schools, so how does a team 
filled with talent fall in such quick order? 

The 2005 men’s soccer season was 
certainly a rebuilding process and a learning 
experience for the many new players as well 
as the returnees, but these facts don’t excuse 
this year’s performance. Excuses help no 
one in the long run and the Avila men’s 
soccer team will be the first to tell you that. 
And don’t think that they have forgotten 
that the Avila soccer program was once 
ranked 4th in the nation. While no one 
foresees the team returning to such a high 
level in the next few years, expectations will 
definitely be set higher than what came of 
this season. 

So what happens now? The recruiting 
process will stay the same and so will the 
workout programs in the off-season, but 
the team is in search of a new attitude. The 
Eagles believe that 2006 will be a year for 
improvement and it’s difficult to see how 
they could be wrong. 

“All you can do is keep your head up and 
work hard. We can’t make excuses about 
this and that. If we start to get frustrated 
with one another it will only get worse,” 
stated by Junior Danny Solana. It can only 
go up from here, and that’s a good thing to 
a team filled with bad memories. 



Men’s Basketball team Focused 



On Success After Strong 5-0 Start 




Online Poker Sweeps 
Across The Nation 



Zac Choate 
Staff Writer 

The resurgence of poker has been hard 
to miss over the past year; it’s everywhere 
- television, bars, parties, and in-house 
games. With so many options, poker 
players no longer have far to look when 
searching out a game. The online presence 
of he game has played a significant part 
in its popularity and the ability to play 
anytime on an assortment of poker sites is 



a poker lover’s dream. 

Online poker is basically one of the best 
things to happen to poker players, because 
for one; they don’t have to drive many 
miles to a casino and for two; they can sit at 
their computer screen naked if they wanted 
to. Most online poker players love playing 
because they don’t have to travel and they 
can sit at home and play. There are tons of 
sites that one can play at. 

A site that exemplifies the popularity is 
PartyPoker.com. The main reasons behind 
its sudden popularity include low stakes 
for beginners to shape up their game, it is 
the largest poker room in the world with 
70,000 players online at a time, and deposit 
bonuses. When a player deposits money 
into their poker account, they can receive a 
hefty bonus from sometimes 50% to even 
100%. The site cashes in on novice poker 
players eager to make a splash in the ocean 
of online gambling. It’s part of a trend that 
has taken the nation by storm. 

Obviously poker players will tell you that 
online poker is a great invention, but it can 
be extremely detrimental for many reasons. 



There are many questions one should ask 
when playing online. From a playing 
perspective, is one’s money safe and is the 
game fair at all times? That’s definitely a 
risk everyone takes because no one really 
knows if everything is safe. Party Poker 
uses a 128-bit encryption to ensure the 
security of their customers. That’s good 
enough for a lot of people, because many 



players can be seen holding over 25 grand 
in their poker account. In one case, I even 
saw a player having over 100,000 dollars 
in their account. These sites are making 
a lot of money, but it’s at the expense of 
a lot of poorly educated poker players, 
eager to catch on to the trend. From a 
financial perspective, one must make a 
serious evaluation of his or her talents, and 
understand the ramifications of getting 
involved in online gambling. It can lead to 
addiction and can be extremely harmful to 
one’s personal life. 

Gambling is seen in a lot of bad lights 
in our society, and condoning the practice 
isn’t the purpose of this article. However, 
it is a practice that is here to stay, and is 
open for anyone of legal age looking for a 
thrill. If a person gets tired of losing to their 
buddies every week, online tables can help 
build skills, restore confidence, and perhaps 
add a little extra cash to one’s wallet. To see 
what all the excitement is about, check out 
all the new programming on television, or 
drop by a poker site online. But always be 
aware of the consequences that come with 
gambling. 
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Could E-mail Platform 
Unseat Microsoft? 



(KRT) If you’re like a lot of people, you 
probably think your e-mail service is just 
fine, thank you very much. 

But in October, a small San Mateo, 
Calif., start-up called Zimbra launched a 
new e-mail platform with gee-whiz features 
_ and at a price low enough that it could 
steal some customers. 

Zimbra elicited oohs and aahs from an 
audience of technologists at a San Francisco 
conference in October when its e-mail 
novelties were first unveiled. The excitement 
stems from Zimbra’s visual fireworks, based 
on the latest Web technology. 

This lets you do things like pull up 
Google maps by scrolling your mouse over 
an address written in the e-mail. It allows 
you to pop up your calendar when you 
mouse over a date in an e-mail, or a day of 
the week _ avoiding the need to clunkily 
switch back and forth from your e-mail 
and your calendar. 

Sure, there is a long line of companies 
that have sought to knock Microsoft’s 
Exchange e-mail platform off its perch. 
Most have failed; a few others have had 
minor traction. 

But Gartner analyst David Mario Smith 
says Zimbra may succeed. “It is pretty 
interesting,” he said. “Small, mid-sized 
companies might go for its lower-cost 
platform.” 

Zimbra is built using open-source 
software, which means developers for other 



companies can access its software code and 
customize the e-mail technology with their 
own options. All kinds of features have 
already sprouted: You “mouse” over a phone 
number, and your Skype account will pop 
open for you to make a free Internet call. Or 
mouse over a purchase order number, and 
Zimbra will summarize its information, or 
if you mouse over a FedEx number, it can 
tell you where your package is. 

Zimbra’s product is compatible with 
Microsoft Outlook and other popular e- 
mail platforms, such as Apple Mail. Zimbra 
really runs the bulk of the e-mail service, 
making it a competitor to Microsoft’s e- 
mail server offering, called Exchange. But 
Zimbra keeps the familiar “front-end” part 
of Microsoft’s e-mail platform, which users 
interact with, called Outlook. 

But while Zimbra claims e-mail is 
‘broken,” many companies may still think 
it works well enough for them. Zimbra has 
some good-looking technology, but the 
trick will be in winning converts. Zimbra 
will also have to prove it has a security 
component that works well enough for big 
companies to be comfortable with. “This 
remains to be seen,” said Gartner’s Smith. 



For more information go to 
www.thetalon-online.com 



Shopping on 
full stomachs 

Online consumer spending 
rose this year on the Friday 
and Monday that followed 
Thanksgiving — shopping days 
marketers refer to as “Black 
Friday 51 and “Cyber Monday.’ 1 
Online consumer spending 
on the Friday and Monday 
following Thanksgiving 
IZZ1 2004 IZZI 2005 
$500 million 




Black Friday Cyber Monday 



SOURCE: comScore Networks AP 



TECHNOLOGY 

Students Who 
Miss Class 
Catch Up With 
'Podcasting 

(KRT) When Purdue University senior 
Marcos Kohler skipped a physics class to 
attend a concert in Chicago, he didn’t have 
to borrow a classmate’s notes to catch up. 

Instead, he connected his silver iPod to 
a computer, downloaded the lecture, and 
from the comfort of a campus coffee shop, 
listened to the two-hour discussion on 
particle physics. 

“It recreates the entire class experience,” 
said Kohler, 22, who missed another 
lecture at the West Lafayette, Ind., campus 
when he overslept for the 1:30 p.m. class. A 
video conference class would be even better, 
he said, but “to go from paper printouts to 
audio, this is a step in the right direction.” 

It’s a step that a small but growing 
number of professors are trying. By turning 
class lectures into podcasts _ free audio 
shows that students can download to their 
iPods or other portable players _ students 
can skip the lecture hall but still hear 
the lecture. Supporters say podcasts help 
students who miss a class or want to review 
the material, while professors get points for 
being flexible and using the latest, hippest 
gadget. 

For more information go to 
www.thetalon-online.com 



iMesh File-swapping Service Relaunches 



(KRT) One of the former bete noires 
of Internet file-swapping, iMesh, has 
re-launched as a strictly legit online file- 
swapping service. 

This new, music industry-approved 
version of iMesh manages to capture the 
guilty pleasure that is file-swapping. You 
can find virtually any song or video clip 
you can name and hoard it, like trick-or- 
treaters scouring the neighborhood for 
every last chocolate bar. 

And for a limited trial period _ it’s 
absolutely free. 

This is the feat that the original file- 
swapping phenomenon, Napster, failed 
to pull off with its October 2003 rebirth 
as a licensed music service. Like actress 
Charlize Theron in the movie “Monster,” 
the new Napster bore not even the faintest 
resemblance to its former sexy self. Just the 
name remained the same. 

But aficionados of file-swapping services 
(you know who you are) will doubtless find 
frustration with the reincarnated iMesh, 
because you can’t burn popular songs to 
a CD without first buying the tracks. And 
you can’t buy any music yet _ although 
iMesh says that’s only days away. 

Even that long-time staple of file- 
swapping _ community elements that 
let you chat with other people online _ is 
unavailable for another 30 days away. 

iMesh will remain free for the next 
month or two, as it attempts to coax its 5 



million active visitors to download the latest 
version of the software, which contains 
new features _ including those designed to 
prevent music piracy. 

Within the next 30 to 60 days, iMesh 
plans to begin charging a monthly 
subscription fee of $6.95 for access to its 
online catalog. 

As with other subscription services, such 
as RealNetworks’ Rhapsody or Yahoo 
Music, this flat monthly fee entitles you to 
listen to an unlimited number of tracks on 
your computer. You can even take songs 
with you on a portable music player, so 
long as it uses Microsoft’s “Plays for Sure” 
technology. 

If you plan to burn a copy of Fiona Apple’s 
new release, “Extraordinary Machine,” to 
CD, you’ll need to purchase the individual 
tracks for 99 cents each. 

The new iMesh bears a striking 
resemblance to Apple’s iTunes store _ right 
down to its “titanium” look. 

Starting up the program brings up an 
opening page that highlights new releases, 
such as the new recordings by Franz 
Ferdinand and Cheryl Crow; and lists the 
most popularly downloaded albums and 
songs. It even recommends playlists by 
genre, say, “British Invasion II Britpop” 
collection. 

If you’re looking for a music service 
that makes sophisticated music 
recommendations, based on your listening 



habits, you’ll be disappointed. As with all 
other file-swapping applications, you’ll 
need to know what you want when you go 
online. 

Searching for a particular artist like 
Kanye West brings up a page that lists all 
of the acclaimed hip-hop producer and 
performer’s recordings, a biography and 
even a list of other fans who are online. 

There are, however, significant differences 
between iMesh and other online music 
services. 

As with other paid services, iMesh 
provides access to about 2 million songs by 
the biggest mainstream and independent 
music acts. This is considered premium 
content that’s identified with five gold 
stars. 

But iMesh also remains connected 
to the venerable Gnutella file-swapping 
network, so you’ll also find anywhere from 
15 million to 20 million songs that are 
free for the taking. The music spans the 
gamut, from live recordings of Phish or 
the Grateful Dead concerts, which permit 
fans to freely exchange their songs online; 
as well as so-called “gray” content, for 
which neither the artist nor the label has 
demanded payment. 

The download experience varies, 
depending on whether it’s considered a 
premium” or free music. The premium 
tracks download as quickly as they do from 
any other online store. The download times 



for the rest vary, depending on how many 
users are available to share the content with 
you. 

If you’re a long-time iMesh user, you’ll be 
able to keep your existing music collection. 
But the software will now prevent you 
from redistributing that Bruce Springsteen 
anthology to millions of strangers for free. 

You can only share “Devils & Dust” 
with other paying iMesh subscribers; and 
only in a form that wraps each track in 
software that restricts how many times it 
can be copied. 

The iMesh software will similarly prevent 
you from downloading songs by artists 
such as “The Beatles,” who don’t want their 
music distributed online. 

You also won’t be able to download entire 
movies on iMesh. Its deal with the Motion 
Picture Association requires it to block all 
video that’s longer than 15 minutes long. It 
also blocks child pornography. 

Another thing iMesh dispenses with 
are vestiges from file-sharing’s dark days: 
viruses, Trojans and spyware that can croak 
your computer. 

There may be those who chafe at the new 
curbs placed on iMesh. But for anybody 
who abandoned Napster when the recording 
industry embarked on its campaign of 
suing people for copyright infringement, 
this is a welcome return to the try-it-before- 
you-buy-it freedom of peer-to-peer. 
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The NBA Dress 
Code Racist? 



Student Athletes Want Degrees 
As Well As Championships 



Kenny Jackson 

When people think about student 
athletes, there are a lot of misconceptions 
and stereotypes that pop up in the average 
persons mind. Some people think being 
a student athlete is easy, they think the 
athletes are spoiled or get the easy way 
through school. People can be quick to 
stereotype athletes as not being intelligent, 
or well behaved, and the list goes on. 

There are a large number of student 
athletes that go to different colleges for a 
number of years and never end up with 
a degree. It’s not because they aren’t 
intelligent like most people would assume. 
It’s deeper than that. It can sometimes 
be caused by the trust athletes put in 
their advisors and coaches. In some cases, 
athletes can be steered to earn an education 
that keeps them in school, but doesn’t meet 
the credentials for a specific degree. 

When athletes are enrolled in school, their 
advisors are who they trust to help schedule 
classes around practices and games. A lot of 
times these advisors just put athletes in low 
level classes so that they can get passing 
grades. But what about those athletes who 
are intelligent and want degrees once their 
athletic career is complete? Sometimes 
these advisors just put athletes in classes 
that don’t even count toward a degree, 
or even place them in classes they have 
already taken, convincing them that they 
should bring the grade up from D or C- to 
a B. Being a student athlete, I myself have 
experienced this disappointment first hand. 
And have witnessed so many of my fellow 
athlete friends experience the same things. 
I just want to warn student athletes to take 
matters into your own hands. Take control 
of your class schedule. Get the paper work 



to see what exactly is required to get a 
degree in the program of your desire. 

Getting enrolled in classes is just the 
beginning of the challenges in a student 
athlete’s life. Being a student athlete takes 
a great part of your life, because it’s a job. 
While many college students are capable of 
maintaining a full-time work schedule and 
a full time class schedule, a student athlete’s 
schedule can be just as tough, perhaps more 
taxing. 

A student athlete has to go to practices 
every evening, has games during the week 
and on the weekends, classes during the 
day, all while not being able to work to get 
any type of steady income. To justify the 
work these students put into their sport, 
the athletic program gives scholarships 
and housing. In many schools it can be an 
equal exchange because books, meal cards, 
and residency are included. Here at Avila 
University, the student athletes are awarded 
partial scholarships that don’t include 
books, meals or residency. Student athletes 
are just like the average student, some 
have families to support, some have other 
expenses to cover. Some are able to work 
with their jobs and get a couple hours in to 
work sometimes. The NCAA rules include 
that student athletes are not allowed to 
work during the season. As ironic as this 
may seem, athletes are people too, and 
deserve as much respect as the next person. 
To all the students who are not involved in 
sports, please support the sporting events 
on campus so that the athletic program can 
get more money to fund areas that they are 
not able to like other schools. And to all my 
fellow athletes, keep an eye out and educate 
yourself about your requirements in school 
so that in return you can have something 
to show for your education. 




“I need to 
negotiate a 
higher clothing 
allowance.” 



Caitlin Stephenson 

The National Basketball Association 
(NBA) enacted a minimum dress code 
starting November 1, 2005, which states 
that the league expects players to wear 
business casual attire whenever they 
participate in team or league activities, 
including arriving at games, leaving 
games, conducting interviews and making 
promotional or other appearances. Players 
don’t have to wear suits and ties, but they 
can’t wear shorts, sleeveless shirts, sneakers, 
headphones, chains or sunglasses (while 
indoors). No specific penalties have been 
stated for those who violate the dress code. 
NBA Commissioner David Stern has said 
the dress code was put into place in order 
to change the league’s image. This is where 
the problems with the dress code begin. 

It’s clear that the dress code targets 
young black males. At one time the NBA 
embraced the multi-million dollar hip hop 
culture and all it entailed. In some respects, 
the NBA thrives off of players’ “blackness” 
in order to generate revenue. Commercials, 
advertisements, and athletic apparel 
reference hip hop in various forms, and in 
many athletic arenas, the music played is 
predominantly hip hop. Now, apparently, 
the league is backing off of its acceptance 
of all that is hip hop. The intent of the dress 
code is to make the league’s youngest black 
athletes more presentable for older corporate 
white America. Here the dress code is 
another form of surveillance and policing 
of the black male population. It is amusing 
that there is concern for what players are 
wearing during press conferences when 
most post game interviews are conducted 
in locker rooms while players are naked. 
How appropriate is that? 

For more information go to 

www.thetalon-online.com 



Is A New Downtown Stadium Really Worth It? 



John DeRoo 

Over the last few weeks, talk has been 
swirling around Kansas City about whether 
or not to build the Royals a new downtown 
ballpark. In October, Jon Copaken, head 
of the Downtown Council, proposed to 
build a $357 million stadium that would 
open in 2009. Since then there has been a 
lot of discussion about the pros and cons 
of building a downtown ballpark. Here are 
some issues that I feel should be addressed. 

First of all, let me say that I have mixed 
emotions about whether or not to build 
a downtown ballpark. I am partial to 
Kauffman Stadium and have a lot of good 
memories there. On the other hand, a new 
crown jewel in the heart of downtown 
Kansas City would not only help the team 
economically, but the city itself It would 
help revive downtown as a happening place. 
I am in favor of helping downtown. 



“Yes, Kauffman (Stadium) is nice, but 
nice is not a good enough reason for a $300 
million county investment,” said Copaken. 

Second, the Royals need to get on board 
with this if it is ever going to happen. Their 
current stance is to try to renovate Kauffman 
Stadium and do whatever the city of KC 
wants them to do. If the renovation talks 
continue to go nowhere, then the Royals 
will probably have to explore other options 
in town. Getting the Royals on board is the 
first step to making this work. 

Another step is to explain to all the 
taxpayers about everything involved. For 
example how will the stadium be financed? 
How easy will it be to park downtown? Will 
the citizens of Kansas City, Mo be taxed or 
will it be a bi-state tax? Every issue must be 
covered to convince the citizens of Kansas 
City to approve this. They will not approve 
anything that is short on details. 

Then the state of the team comes into 
play. It is widely known that the Royals 



have struggled in the years since Ewing 
Kauffman died. There are too many reasons 
for this to explain in this article, but that 
fact cannot be ignored. The Royals have to 
get better as their young players continue to 
develop, or we will see more bad baseball in 
a new park. The Royals would experience 
an attendance spike in the first year of a 
new stadium, but success is what will keep 
fans coming in big numbers. Taxpayers 
do not want to be paying for something 
new only to watch a terrible product play 
there. The Royals will have to make better 
baseball decisions to help make their case 
worthwhile. 

Now why would the issue of a downtown 
ballpark affect the students of Avila 
University? Well as voters, the citizens of 
KCMO will have a big say as to whether or 
not this passes. Also if the Jackson County 
Sports Authority is successful in getting a 
vote on the ballot on stadium renovations, 
students who are Jackson County residents 



will have a big say in that as well. So before 
anything gets put on the ballot, it is best if 
the voters know the facts about the issue 
and whether or not it is an issue worth 
passing. Voters like to be informed about 
everything and that is why it is important 
Avila students know the facts. 

“I’d like to see a new stadium, but the 
money will only work for so long. If they 
(the Royals) can’t win, it would hurt us 
in the long run. The front office has to do 
something to keep the club competitive,” 
first year student Anthony Avila said. 

Finally, a solution will be reached in due 
time. I will say that something does need 
to be done, whether it’s a renovation to 
Kauffman Stadium or a completely new park. 
Standing pat is not really an option. Whatever 
decision is made I will support and everyone 
else should too. Baseball must be protected 
in this city and we must do whatever we can 
to keep it. 
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Crossword 



ACROSS 
1 Cookie holder 
4 Wrecker’s tool 
1 1 Health club 

14 Lemon drink 

15 Female lead 

16 Tentacle 

17 Hep dude 

18 Abnormal 
location of an 
organ 

19 Fizzle out 

20 Asian asses 
22 Slurring 

24 Capital of 
Colombia 

25 Spiritual 
instructors 

26 Like some 
cereals 

28 Rolodex info 

29 “ Bravo” 

32 Prime 

34 Folk stories 
38 Pulp writers 

40 Set up a setup 

41 Phooey! 

42 Not fooled by 

43 Upper house 

45 Haggard novel 

46 Took off 
48 Fireplace 

framework 
50 Unfounded 
54 Bribe 

successfully 

58 Left on the plate 

59 One who 
asserts without 
proof 

60 Rural stopover 

61 Asian expanse 

63 Lilly or Whitney 

64 Put a on it! 

65 New Jersey 
river 

66 Pipe elbow 

67 Plaines, IL 

68 Do the town 

69 Mineo or Maglie 
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DOWN 

1 Man with a 
ladder 

2 Hersey’s bell 
town 

3 Mark sale items 

4 African 
predators 

5 Repack for 
reshipping 

6 Repast 
remnants 

7 Court 

8 Animal with two 
feet 

9 Senile state 

10 Brazilian port 

1 1 Hawkins 

Dance 



12 Monastery 
officer 

13 Ending words 
21 Sentimental 

drivel 

23 Window bases 
25 Finales 
27 Bronte heroine 

29 Greek letter 

30 Writer McEwan 

31 Halloween mo. 
33 Culture base 

35 Sounds of 
surprise 

36 Stadium shout 

37 Wooly female 
39 Divided nation 
41 Peevish 

43 Look down on 



44 Dramatic scene 
47 Clerical tables 

49 Optic orb 

50 Physique 

51 Actress Potts 

52 Dispatches 

53 Trapper’s device 

55 Molding curves 

56 Bub 

57 Ruffled border 
59 Regarding 

62 Tumbler rim 
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FYI 



SOCK IT FOR SANTA! 

In association with the Fox 4 Love Fund for Children, Kappa Delta Pi and AEA will be filling 
Christmas stockings with all sorts of goodies for children 13-16. Teens are often left off charity 
wish lists; therefore, someone must keep them in mind during the holiday season. This year, 
that someone is us! Please take a wish list, letter, stocking and instruction sheet and help us 
make the holidays brighter for metro area teens. You may pick these items up in Hodes 703. If 
you have any questions please contact Rochelle Kroshus at 816-501-2960 or Allie MacLean at 
mcl384@aol.com. Thanks for helping us make this Christmas a merry one for these teenagers. 

WRITERS NEEDED FOR AVILAS LITERARY MAGAZINE! 

We want you to become a published writer! Poetry, Non-fiction, Fiction, Plays 
Please contact Keri Wiester at Keriann_marie@msn.com with submissions or questions. 

STUDENT RESOURCE CENTER - PEER AND PROFESSIONAL TUTORING! 

Every Monday - Friday, 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m., Lower Level Blasco Hall 
Every Sunday - Thursday, 7:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m., Ridgway Hall - across from room 507 
FREE HELP is available for writing, English, Biology, Chemistry, Math, Economics, Statistics, 
Finance, History, Study Skills, and many other subjects. Call 816-501-3666 to schedule an 
appointment for tutoring in the Student Resource Center in Blasco Hall or visit us. 

WOMAN’S SUPPORT GROUP FOR EATING DISORDERS AND DISORDERED 
EATING! Sponsored by AU counseling services and school of psychology. 

Borserine Conference Room Every Thursday 4:00 - 5:30 p.m. 

Brosis is a weekly meeting where women struggling with eating disorders or body obsession can 
come together for support, and to learn more about how to effectively conquer disordered eating 
patterns. The meetings are facilitated by AU counseling intern, Jillian Caliendo, and occur in a safe 
and private environment. For more information contact Jillian Caliendo at Jillian.Caliendo@avila. 
edu, or contact Avila counselor Stana Eager, MSW, LCSW through counseling services. 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR THE AVILA STEER DINNER! 

Steer Dinner is on March 25th at the Fairmont. Student volunteers to audition are needed to 
speak at Steer dinner. Auditions will be held on Monday, February 6 from 9-4 in the Helmes 
Room, Wednesday, February 8 from 9-4 in the Helmes Room, and Thursday, February 9 from 
9-4 in the Barefoot room. For more information please call Laura N. Wichman at 816-501-3696. 

CAREER SERVICES JUST FOR YOU! 

o If you haven’t done so already, don’t forget to register for Avila’s free on-line job search 
system. It includes full-time career opportunities as well as other full-time jobs, part-time 
jobs, internships, and in-home positions for tutors, eldercare, childcare and more. To 
register: e-mail gina.frigault@avila.edu or visit through www.avila.edu/careers. 

AVILA FREE AND CONFIDENTIAL COUNSELING SERVICES! 

Did you know that Avila offers free and confidential counseling services for all 
students. The counseling office is now located in Foyle Hall. You can make 
an appointment by contacting counselor, Stana Eager, directly at 816-501- 
3767 or by calling the Student Resource Center at 816-501-3666. 

AVILA HAS A PSYCHOLOGY CLUB AND ANYONE CAN JOIN 

If interested, contact Michele at Michbuchl@iglide.com or Louis at_calistro23@jhotmail. 

comjanuary - February (Just in Time for Valentines Day) 

Psi Chi is going to offer our annual “Sweethearts Raffle” in January and February 
(in time for Valentine’s Day). There are lots of ways to win items for TWO: 
movie and activity passes, restaurant meals, boxes of truffles, and a grand prize 
gift basket of a night at a hotel with truffles, wine and wine glasses. 

ENTER THE GREY ZONE! 

A Holocaust drama directed by Charlene Gould, Ph.D. Stay tuned for more information! 



Way to be Joe Sjuts for finding the 12 differences in the last issue 
of the Talon. Stand tall and feel proud. Enjoy that 256 Jump Drive. 





Our talented photographer is now batting 4-1 so this 
time he decided to up the challenge even more. Find 
the 6 changes in the picture below. E-mail them to 
talon-news-network@excite.com, the first correct 
entry will win a leather backpack. Good Luck 
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